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Graduation time — and your college 
career lies just ahead. 

The King’s College offers you a 
complete schedule of academic stud- 
ies plus a well rounded program 
of extra-curricular activities and 
inter-collegiate sports. Music courses 
are offered at no additional cost. 

Best of all, there prevails among 
students and faculty a friendly and 
spiritual atmosphere and a deep 
desire to serve faithfully the King 
of King’s. 

Please write us today for com- 
plete information. A catalog and 
application blank will be mailed 


promptly upon request. 
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CHALLENGING ARTICLE 

The Failure of Evangelicalism is one of 
the most penetrating and challenging ar- 
ticles I’ve read for a long time. 


Sue NICHOLS 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


I have just read The Failure of Evan- 
gelicalism in the current issue of ETERNITY. 
I couldn’t agree more with what the: writer 
says. 

Tue Rev. E. J. Woop 
Bexley, Kent 
England 


Please accept my sincere thanks and 
congratulations for the excellent articles 
appearing in the May and June issues of 
Eternity. “The Failure of Evangelical- 
ism” in May is another evidence that God 
is moving upon the hearts of. His people 
concerning the various points with which 
C. D. Alexander deals. They are the bur- 
den which has been laid on my heart for 
many years. In fact when my assistant 
read the article he remarked: “You have 
been stressing this truth through the 
years.” I am grateful to you for bring- 
ing the article to your American readers. 

Dr. Barnhouse’s own article in the June 
issue, “I Have Read the RSV” is, in my 
judgment, an honest, scholarly, intelligent 
appraisal. I am hoping that your article 
will give courage to many others of our 
leaders to speak or write their honest 
conviction. 

W. A. Haccar 
Binghamton, N. Y. 


I have just finished reading Mr. Alexan- 
der’s article, “The Failure of Evangelical- 
ism.” No message could be more pertinent 
for evangelicals. In fact, I along with 
others who have attained a degree of cul- 
ture have been thinking in much the same 
way. There is not a church in N. Y., of 
evangelical tradition, where one can go 
without be‘nge offended with the type of 
worship. In fact, I daresay, most of these 
churches really know very little about wor- 
ship. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Now in the New 21st Edition 


A bulwark for your home! Never has the need for Bible teaching in the 
American home been so great as now. THE BOOK OF LIFE gives parents and 
teachers a Bible-centered program for the building ot Christian character. 
The new 21st Edition in 8 beautiful volumes, contains 950 illustrations 
many in full color, plus Bible maps, helpful Notes and a complete Pro- 
nouncing Dictionary of Biblical Proper Names—4100 fascinating pages. 


PRAISED BY PASTORS AND TEACHERS 
Leaders of all denominations praise THE BOOK OF LIFE for its usefulness 
to parents, teachers and ministers. It makes Bible reading enjoyable for all 
ages from “the tiny tot to the old saint.” 

THE BOOK OF LIFE presents the Bible in the matchless King James 
Version with a Glossary explaining obsolete words and phrases. 


INCOME OPPORTUNITY 
TO REPRESENTATIVES |! 
Representatives of THE BOOK OF | 
LIFE are offered an unusual oppor- | 
tunity to combine a real Christian | 
service with excellent income, on | 
either a full or part time basis. | 
Preference given those with good | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


r John Rudin & Company, inc. Dept. XL79 
1018 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 
Gentlemen: 

I am interested in considering your offer to 
Representatives of THE BOOK OF LIFE. Please 
send free booklet, “Opportunity Plus.” 








educational background and expe- ome 
rienced in Sunday School or other 
religious work. Write fully. Address 
Mail Coupon Today Crs “Se Shs 





Also Publishers of 
STORIES OF HYMNS WE LOVE 
1018 S. Wabash Avenue 


Dept. XL79 Chicage 5, ill. 
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INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 


does NOT mean 
independence 


FROM GOD! 


Independence Day in the United 
States does not free us from our 
responsibilities to our govern- 
ment. How much less does the 
freedom of the Christian free him 
from his responsibilities as a 
citizen in the Kingdom of God. 


Yet summertime is the time of great falling away. Even Christians 
often find themselves short-changing God in time, in prayer, and 
in support, forgetting what God has said: 


“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it.” (Mal. 3:10) 


LISTEN TO DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE EVERY SUNDAY 





(Continued from page 1) 


I am a musician by profession, being the 
organist and choirmaster of Emanuel 
Church, Brooklyn. Besides holding bachelor 
and master degrees from the Juilliard 
School, I also received my doctorate in the 
field of sacred music from Union Theo- 
logical Seminary. Although I am only 
thirty years old I have been a church or- 
ganist for fourteen years and for five years 
taught at the Juilliard School. I have also 
had some success as a composer with a few 
works published. 

Here I am a well trained musician with 
plenty of experience and enjoying a good 
reputation in the profession, trying to find 
a position as organist and choirmaster in 
an evangelical church that has some culture 
and is interested in hearing something other 
than gospel hymns. In your travels across 
this country perhaps you may hear of such 
a church or college needing such a person 
with my ideals. It would seem that only 
liberal churches want good music and cul- 
ture. 

I have made a study of the liturgies of 
the reformers, and it is interesting to see 
how far we have drifted from their ideas 
of worship. 

As with most intelligent organists I have 
had to take a position in a liberal church 
where there is at least an atmosphere for 
worship. After a while, however, you feel 
very frustrated with the sermons. I would 
prefer a Presbyterian, Lutheran or Epis- 
copal church in the evangelical tradition. 


Letters from interested churches will be 
forwarded. 


THE RSV 
I appreciated your courageous stand on 























Location _ Station Time 7 cacge 
the RSV. It is objective and scholarly but 
Location _Station Time Oklahoma Tulsa KOME 1:30¢ : — y 
pm iia WSCN 2-00t Penn, Aipeaiee WVAM 2:30t | Of course will be criticized by many. Con- 
z Dethen wacr oan — ny = servative evangelical people must be objec- 
a Ockiond KROW 6:30+ Philadelphia WIP 8:30* | tive in matters of this kind or their Chris- 
a Wasco KWwso 220 — Lion = $20. | tian witness will suffer. I enjoy ETERNITY 
—- a — al wWDC 9:30+ Scranton WARM 9:30* | very much each month. 
~_ . e R.I. Providence WPTL-FM 8:30+ 
Florida Miami WMIE 2:307 T Ch WAPO 8:30* 
St. Petersburg WSUN 2.00¢ pe gay WILit1AmM T. SNYDER 
Georgia — os City WIJHL 200+ | Akron, Pa. 
tanta GLS 1007 Memphis WHBQ : 
Mllinois Chicago WCFL 9007 Texas Amarillo KLYN 
lowa Waterloo ENWS 100t Fort Worth KCNC 
Massachusetts Boston WMEX 200+ Marlin KMLW 
Michigan Big Rapids WBRN 8 :00* Midland KCRS 
Detroit CKLW 9:30t Tyler KGKB 
Min Minneapoli KTIS (Sat.) 4:00¢ Virginia Richmond WRNL 
Missouri Kansas City  WHB 8:30* Roanoke WSLS | 
M. B KBMN(Tue.) 7:00t Washington Ephrata KULE 
New York New York WABC 900° Tacoma KTAC 
Rochester WVET (Sat.) 1:007 West Va. Bluefield 4 
W.C. Mount Airy § WPAQ :00* Charleston 
o Canton WAND 2:00t Wheeling WWVA 
Colom! van a Bermuda Pembroke ZBM 6:00 
bus WHKC 9:00* er em : . 
CG 5 ¢ la _—-TGNA (Toe.) 9:30' ETERNITY will need a typist for 
.) 8:307 e ° ° 
" se oan ¢ eae Te . eaeeed the Circulation Department starting 





August Ist. If you are interested 
or know of a Christian who would 
be interested in Christian work as 
a member of the Eternity Staff, 
please write to the Circulation Man- 
ager, Erernity, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. Preference will 
be given to those living in the 
greater Philadelphia Area but any- 
one free to move to Philadelphia 
will be considered. 


Be a Partner with Dr. Barnhouse in this ministry, through 
regular monthly support. For your Partner Card write 


Bay 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Broaden your church activities 
with REVERE TAPE RECORDER 


In dozens of ways, tape recordings can 
extend and improve the activities of your 
church. As simple to o mapa as a radio, the 
Revere Tape Recorder captures every 
sound, every yvoice—anything that can be 
heard! —and reproduces it with life-like 
clarity. Use it to practice your scripture 
reading and sermon delivery . . . for choir 
rehearsals and musical accompaniment . . . 
to bring complete church services to shut- 
ins ... to record study group sessions and 
soo de lectures. 


The new Revere 


Lulericed-Sone 


TAPE RECORDER 


Here’s the tape recorder that is in a class all 
by itself. Embodying sweeping new advances 
in electronic audio-engineering, Revere brings 
you performance and quality heretofore obtain- 
able only in costly professional broadcast 
equipment. Note these outstanding features: 
“BALANCED-TONE”’ CONTROL— provides pro- 
fessional high fidelity tonal quality. 
EXCLUSIVE INDEX COUNTER—permits instant 
location of any part of recorded reel. 
AUTOMATIC KEY-CONTROLS—record, play or 
stop recorder instantly. 

HIGH-SPEED FORWARD and REWIND LEVER— 
excludes backlash and tearing of tape. 


EXTRA ECONOMY —full two-hour play on each 
7 inch reel of erasable, re-usable tape. May also 
be used for PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM. 


Add to these, all the regular Revere features 


and you have the recorder that fulfills exact- Model T-700—Complete with microphone, radio attachment cord, 2 reels 
ing demands everywhere. See this remarkable (one with tape) and carrying case. ......+++ ccccccccece ooe- $225 
recorder at your dealer’s, or write direct for Other Famous Revere Models 


complete information. 
T-500—DeLuxe, 2-hour play.......eseecseccccees anes an $179.50 
TR-600—Deluxe, built-in radio... .....cecceccscecccceees $219.50 


T-100—Standard, l-hour play........esececessecceceses $169.50 
fa DC re TR-200—Standard, built-in radio........seccccsccscccees $209.50 


TAPE RECORDER 





REVERE 16mm SOUND MOVIE PROJECTOR 


Shows educational films at their best. Bright, clear screen image and 
finest “'Theater Tone” sound. For silent movies, too. Extremely simple 
to set up and operate. Slip-over case holds accessorics, doubles as a 
speaker. Complete unit weighs only 33 pounds.......... $325.00 





REvERE CAMERA Company * Cuicaco 16, ILLINOIS 
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ETHICS AND DOGMA 

A royal commission in Britain 
concerning the increase of juvenile 
delinquency has brovght in a report 
which includes the following: ‘‘This 
disquieting phenomenon has syn- 
chronized with a comprehensive re- 
jection of Christian ethics and 
dogma, as well as of any kind of 
religious observance, by the rising 
generation. Parents of today know 
or eare as little about religion as 
their children.’’ The Chairman of 
the Commission, in a letter to The 
London Times, concerning the re- 
port concluded ‘‘Let the rising 
generation forsake their pagan gods 
(mostly film stars whose disrepu- 
table private lives entitle them to 
no sort of beatification), in favor 
of the Christian way of life, if only 
for one hour a week. I am con- 
vineed that such an expedient would 
do more to curb and counteract the 
vicious propensities of the heathen 
generation than any amount of 
flogging.’’ It should be noted that 
the noble lord that wrote these lines 
has no concept of the fact that the 
Christian life cannot be lived ‘‘one 
hour in the week.’’ The evangelical 
Bishop of Barking replied in a 
letter to The Times that it was heart- 
ening to note that the report had 
mentioned the decline ‘‘of Christian 
ethics and dogma.’’ He said ‘‘It is 
of particular significance that he 
should include dogma . . . experi- 
ence is proving that you cannot for 
long have Christian ethics without 
Christian dogma. In the long run 
a man’s behavior depends upon his 
beliefs.’’ 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


@ July S—East London Tabernacle, 
London, England; July 11 through 18— 
Keswick Convention, England; July 26— 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
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The 


SECOND COMING 


in the 


CATHOLIC EPISTLES 





By 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Contributing Editor and Professor Philadelphia Bible Institute 





@ In an earlier issue of ETERNITY 
we traced the doctrine of the Second 
Coming in the epistle to the Philip- 
pians. We turn now to the Catholic 
epistles in order that we might fol. 
low the teaching of the apostles 
concerning our Lord’s return. By 
speaking of this group of letters as 
the Catholic Epistles we do not infer 
that these writings are not for Prot- 
estants. The term “catholic” is from 
the Greek word transliterated which, 
when translated, means general or 
universal. We speak of people hav- 
ing catholic tastes by which we mean 
they are interested in many things. 
In the apostles creed we recite the 
phrase, “I believe in . . . the holy 
catholic church . . .” By this is not 
meant the church of Rome, but the 
church in general. Indeed, the French 
text speaks of the church universelle. 
The general or catholic letters com- 
prise James, First and Second Peter, 
First, Second, and Third John, and 
Jude. 











OT much is said as to the time 

of the Lord’s coming or the 
events which surround His coming. 
Rather the dominant appeal is to 
conduct in view of his return. As 
in Philippians, so here, the empha- 
sis is upon practical Christian liv- 
ing. This is what we might expect, 
for most of these letters were writ- 
ten to believers who were living 
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under great trial. Their faith was 
being tested to the uttermost. The 
apostles use the doctrine of the 
Second Coming to lift the eyes of the 
believers from their present, dark 
outlook, to the bright uplook, in 
order that they might see the dawn 
of a new day approaching. 


JAMES 


Only one reference in James di- 
rectly teaches our Lord’s return. 
James does not argue for our Lord’s 
appearing, he takes it for granted. 
After exhorting the believers to live 
as redeemed ones in a wicked world, 
he says: ‘‘Be patient therefore, 
brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord. Behold the husbandman wait- 
eth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for 
it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain. Be ye also patient, 
stablish your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh’’ (Jas. 
5:7, 8). The Greek word for ‘‘pa- 
tience’’ might well be translated 
‘‘be of good heart,’’ ‘‘have cour- 
age,’’ thus suggesting that the be- 
lievers were losing heart because of 
their trials. They have waited long 
for their Lord and he has not come. 
Do not lose heart, says James, be- 
hold, the farmer, he plants ‘the 
ground, he waits for the priceless 
fruit. But he must depend upon the 
rain—the early and the latter rain. 


What does this mean? As we turn - 
to our geographies we learn that 
Egypt was made fertile by the over- 
flowing of the Nile. There were no 
great rivers in Palestine which could 
irrigate the land, but there was 
rain, an early rain and a latter 
rain. The early rain began in Octo- 
ber through December. The latter 
rain began from January through 
May. It was the rain which brought 
things to their ripeness, to their full 
growth. It was the rain which made 
possible the harvest. The farmer 
did not rely upon the ground, he 
looked for the rain. We, who are 
spiritual farmers, workers of the 
Heavenlies, as the farmer is a tiller 
of the earth, are to look for our 
coming Lord. We are not to fuss and 
fume. We are to establish our hearts, 
which is to say, we are to be 
grounded and rooted in the fact of 
our Lord’s return even as the 
farmer was rooted in the knowledge 
that the rain would fall. 

The Greek for the English ‘‘the 
coming of the Lord’’ is in the 
word ‘‘parousia’’ which literally 
means the presence of the Lord, 
from which ‘‘the coming of the 
Lord’’ is a derived meaning. In 
James’ mind the fact of the Lord’s 
coming is not subject to debate. Do 
not argue His coming, he seems to 
say, rest upon it! As though this 
were not sufficiently certain he says, 
‘*for the presence of the Lord has 
drawn nigh,’’ using the perfect 
tense in the Greek to indicate that 
so far as he was concerned the 
Lord’s presence was an accomplished 
thing. We argue the Lord’s coming, 
do we live in its spirit? Does the 
doctrine so grip our heart that by 
faith it actually brings Him nearer 
to us? Does the anticipation of 
meeting Him give us the spiritual 
stamina to meet our problems head 
on with a note of praise issuing 
from our lips rather than a groan 
of despair? ‘‘Take courage! Stab- 
lish your hearts! The Lord’s pres- 
ence draws nigh!”’ 


I PETER 


As we turn to First Peter we find 
(1:13-15) an inference to our Lord’s 
coming which has within it an ap- 
peal for the regulation of our con- 
duct. After having set forth the 
fact that we have been born again 
into a living hope (1:3-12), and 
having addressed the believers as 
the elect strangers (1:1, 2), he asks 


The ultimate purpose of everything is the glory of God 5 








them to live as saints. In verse 
thirteen we read, ‘‘ Wherefore, gird 
up the loins of your mind, be sober 
and hope to the end, for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.’’ 
The English translation would indi- 
eate that grace will be brought to 
them when Jesus Christ is unveiled. 
But Peter does not have this in 
mind. The Greek says that we may 
hope to the end because grace is 
being brought to us now. How is 
this grace being brought to us? In 
the measure that we dwell upon the 
fact of our Lord’s unveiling, which 
is to say, in the measure that we live 
in the spirit of His return. 

As did James, so does Peter ap- 
peal to us as believers to make the 
second coming a reality in our lives. 
We are to ‘‘gird up the loins of our 
mind .. .’’ We are not to walk as 
sinners, but we are to walk as saints. 
We have been called to sainthood. 
Our lives are to breathe the very 
air of Heaven. Thus shall we be 
prepared for His coming. God is 
holy and we are to be holy also ‘‘in 
all manner of conversation,’’ which 
is to say in every phase of our lives, 


no matter in which direction we 
turn, living for the coming Son. 
As we turn to the second chapter 
of First Peter we come to that phase 
of our Lord’s return when He shall 
come to judge the unbeliever. Peter 
speaks of it as the ‘‘day of visita- 
tion’’ (2:13), literally, the ‘‘day of 
inspection.’’ The world lies in wick- 
edness. Men hate believers even as 
they hated the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But their day is coming, the day 
of inspection when they shall be 
judged for their sins because of 
their rejection of the Saviour. Be- 
lievers are to live for Christ before 
the rejecting world so that when the 
day of inspection comes the testi- 
mony of the faithful believer, liv- 
ing for the Lord now, will, at that 
time, be used to curse men and 
glorify God. Hear Peter as he says; 
‘**Dearly beloved, as strangers and 
pilgrims keep off from fleshly lusts 
which have a strategy against the 
soul. No matter how you turn, let it 
be honest among the Gentiles, 
whereas they speak against you as 
evil doers, they may, by your good 
works, which they see, glorify God 
in the day of inspection’’ (2:11, 








The operator of a grocery and butcher store at 228 E. 104th Street, New York 
City was fined $500 in Municipal Term Court on a Health Department complaint 
of offering horse meat for sale as beef. It was pointed out that horse meat may 
be sold in New York for human consumption, but it must be so labeled and 
cannot be offered in the same shop with the meat of other animals. 


Liberalism is set forth as Christianity in many a church without the minister 


being fined at present. Under our laws anything may be put forth for human 
consumption so long as it is for the mind. Lies may be presented as truth 


without the liars being fined. 


A higher court will overrule in all such cases and the Judge of the Supreme 
Court will one day send these men to the lake of fire after having warned them 
that it was better that a millstone had been put around their neck and that 
they had been cast into the depths of the sea or that they never had been 
born than that they should have deceived one of God's little ones. 


6 Men say they do not know: God says they do not believe 


12). Each day we must ask our- 
selves the question: ‘‘Shall I live 
for my Lord now that I might 
glorify Him then? Have I good 
works with which to judge men at 
the day of reckoning? Am I living 
for Him in a manner that He may 
be proud of me before the wicked 
world?’’ How practical is Peter in 
his appeal to our holy living. 

In the remaining passages of this 
first epistle Peter would have us 
endure suffering that we may re- 
joice at His coming. Our lot now is 
tribulation and trouble. We can ex- 
pect nothing from the world. Mis- 
treated, misunderstood, derided, 
hated, this is the treatment of the 
world for us. But there is a day 
coming when He shall be present 
when we shall be delivered from all 
of the world’s sin. Not now may we 
rejoice, but afterwards. ‘‘ Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened 
unto you. But rejoice, in as much as 
you are partakers of Christ’s suffer- 
ings, that when His glory shall be re- 
vealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy’’ (4:12, 13). It is the 
blessed hope which is our stay in 
the time of trouble. As ‘‘strangers 
and pilgrims’’ our eyes are fixed on 
our soon-coming Lord. What can 
the world’s worst treatment of us 
mean when we are living in the 
spirit of God’s best gift—our re- 
turning Lord? God will not forget 
our faithfulness to Him. Peter wrote 
from experience. He knew how 
faithful the Lord had been to Him 
when he had been unfaithful. So 
with confidence he writes; ‘‘And 
when the Chief Shepherd shall ap- 
pear, ye shall receive a crown of 
glory which fadeth not away’’ 
(5:1, 4). 

Ii PETER 


As we turn to Second Peter we 
have a defense of the doctrine of 
our Lord’s return on two scores. 
These may be presented by two 
questions: By what authority is 
this doctrine taught? If the Lord 
is to return, why does He delay His 
coming? The first question is an- 
swered in the first chapter of this 
epistle. Peter says very emphatically 
that he teaches the doctrine of our 
Lord’s return because he saw a 
preview of it at the mount of 
Transfiguration, and because God 

(Continued on page 40) 
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EDITORIALS 


Jack Wyrtzen’s Work 


Evangelizing Banned by India 


Learn to Live by Every Word 


FRED MITCHELL 

One of the Lord’s choicest serv- 
ants has been called Home under 
most tragic circumstances. I first 
met Fred Mitchell at England’s 
Keswick several years ago and im- 
mediately formed a most high opin- 
ion of him. He was a layman who 
had retired from his successful work 
in the field of chemistry and had 
become business manager and then 
Home Director for the China Inland 
Mission. He then had been made a 
member of the Keswick Council, and 
finally its chairman. On one occasion 
he came to Philadelphia for five 
weeks to occupy my pulpit and to 
teach the New York Bible Class on 
Mondays. His ministry was blessed 
to many people. 

Recently he was on a missionary 
journey in the interests of the China 
Inland Mission. Instead of boarding 
a plane with the rest of the party 
returning to London, Mr. Mitchell 
accepted the invitation of Chinese 
Christians in Singapore to remain 
for a few days of ministry among 
them. The time lost would be made 
up by the terrific speed of one of 
the jet-engined Comets which now 
fly the skies from the Far East to 
London. The ministry was completed 
in Singapore but the plane bearing 
Mr. Mitchell plunged to earth near 
Caleutta, and this dear child of God 
was in Heaven in an instant. 

Surely God’s ways are not ours. 
I know that I have lost a brother 
whom I had learned to know and 
love as a close friend. Our earnest 
sympathies are with Mrs. Mitchell 
and the bereaved family. ‘‘ Absent 
from the body; present with the 
Lord.”’ 
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Christ Died for All 


WORD OF LIFE 

The pictorial spread describing 
the activities of Jack Wyrtzen and 
the Word of Life is presented to our 
readers as our gift to Jack’s work. 
It would be possible for a faithful 
Christian work to purchase four 
pages of advertising for about a 
thousand dollars but this present 
paragraph could not be purchased 
for a hundred thousand dollars. We 
give the four pages and this para- 
graph because we believe in Jack’s 
work and can confidently recom- 
mend it. 

I well remember the time of Jack’s 
regeneration. One Monday, when I 
was teaching a Bible Class in the 
Wall Street area, a young man 
brought Jack Wyrtzen into the 
meeting and said that Jack had con- 
fessed Christ in a meeting the night 
before. That day I was teaching 
Hebrews and the subject was Mel- 
chizedek. The writer of the epistle 
says that these truths are ‘‘hard to 
be uttered.’’ It was certainly not 
truth for babes and Jack has since 
told how he struggled to understand 
and caught the meaning only at rare 
intervals. But he went home and 
read the epistle to the Hebrews two 
or three times that week. The follow- 
ing Monday he understood a little 
more. Again he read the epistle sev- 
eral times and again he understood 
a little more at the next meeting. So 
on through the months he studied 
and grew, and finally he left the 
office where he was working to go on 
a vacation trip with some other fel- 
lows, preaching the Gospel from 
town to town in street meetings as 
they went through the South. 


From then on God called him into 
ever greater work and his messages 
have been a blessing to great num: - 
bers of Christians and the means of 
salvation to many others. 

One night Jack, introducing me to 
one of his audiences, said that he re- 
ceived a score of religious magazines 
and that most of them landed in the 
waste basket, but this one he read 
from cover to cover. I am delighted 
with the fellowship that we have had 
through the years and pray that the 
Lord will continue to pour out such 
a blessing that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. Jack’s 
address, if you wish to send him a 
check, is Box 511, New York City 8. 


INDIA 

The most important news item of 
the year 1953 has possibly appeared 
already in our newspapers, and as 
early as the middle of April. Each 
year I publish, in our January issue, 
a survey of the previous year. Ali 
through the year I am reading with 
this article in mind, weighing the 
importance of events in the world 
and watching the trends of political, 
social, economic, and religious news. 
The fact that I spent a brief period 
in India early this year made me 
more than sensitive to any news 
items from that great sub-continent. 
Then, in the New York Times of 
April 16th, on page ten, the follow- 
ing appeared. 

‘“Religious Missions are Curbed 
by India. New Delhi, India, April 
15—Foreign missionaries in India 
were warned today by Dr. K. N. 
Karju, Home Minister, to cease 
evangelical work in this country and 
confine their activities in the social 
uplift sphere.’’ 

My first thought was: ‘‘And to 
think that the New York Times 
would relegate this news to an in- 
ferior position on page ten!!!’’ But 
the world can never understand the 
true trends of the divine movements 
in the world, any more than the 
natural man can receive the things 
of the Spirit. They are foolishness, 
in both cases, and cannot be known 
because they are spiritually dis. 
cerned (1 Cor. 2:14). 

The article continued: ‘‘ Answer- 
ing questions on missionary activ- 
ities in the Council of States, or 
upper house of parliament, Dr. 
Karju said that ‘While anyone in 
India has a right to propagate re- 
ligion as he pleases we do not want 
people from outside to come and do 
that.’ A similar view was expressed 
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by Prime Minister Nehru in a recent 
press statement. The Prime Minister 
said he had no objection to evangel- 
izing by Indians of any faith but 
that he felt that foreigners were not 
equipped to impart the proper ‘na- 
tional outlook’ among their mission 
charges. Dr. Karju said that if 
foreign missionaries come to India 
for evangelical work, ‘the sooner 
they stop it the better.’ He indicated 
that the Government would make 
appropriate inquiries to check (halt) 
mission activities.’’ 

First Russia, then China, and 
now India. The days grow darker; 
the shadows descend. The Gospel is 
now officially denied freedom in re- 
gions where dwell two thirds of the 
human race. Unhappy the believer 
who does not realize that this is one 
more sign of the closing of this age. 
The coming of the Lord is near, and 
that coming is the only hope of this 
world. 

ALL SCRIPTURE 

There are some parts of the Bible 
which might be considered as being 
relatively unimportant. The individ- 
ual who does not believe in the com- 
plete inspiration of the very words 
of Scripture will suggest that cer- 
tain words and phrases and para- 
graphs and narratives could have 
been omitted from the Bible without 
in any wise harming its spiritual 
power and without lessening its total 
impact. I wonder. 

And my wonderment arises from 
learning that Sir William Ramsay 
had the whole course of his life 
changed because of the passage from 
the book of the Acts, ‘‘ When an at- 
tempt was made by both Gentiles 
and Jews, with their rulers, to molest 
them and to stone them, they learned 
of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, 
cities of Lycaonia, and to the sur- 
rounding country; and there they 
preached the Gospel’’ (14:5-7). 

How could such a verse transform 
the life of one of the world’s great 
scholars? He was uninterested in the 
New Testament but had become a 
great linguist, archaeologist, and an 
expert on Graeco-Roman civilization 
and the impact of that civilization 
upon Asia and its civilization. Ram- 
say says, ‘‘ About 1880 to 1890 the 
book of the Acts was regarded as the 
weakest part of the New Testament. 
The most conservative of theological 
scholars, as a rule, thought the wis- 
est plan of defense for the New 
Testament as a whole was to say as 
little as possible about the Acts.’’ 


And to speak of fleeing from 
Ieconium, where Paul had been 
preaching, to Lycaonia was like 
talking about fleeing from Chicago 
to Illinois, or from London to Eng- 
land. About this time Ramsay was 
becoming the world’s greatest au- 
thority on Asia Minor. He discovered 
a boundary stone with inscriptions 
which showed the border between 
one province and another. Soon 
Ramsay realized that the narrative 
was foolish only if considered as 
being written by later imposters, but 
that it was remarkably accurate if 
written by Luke about Paul and his 
experiences in the place and at the 
time the passage claims to present. 
Later on the boundaries changed, 
and all other writers thereafter 
wrote of the country according to 
the changed boundaries. But when 
Ramsay, the expert, discovered that 
the New Testament contained this 
simple phrase, purely a matter of 
geography, that had no bearing on 
religion or on the church questions 
of the second century where the 
liberals had arbitrarily placed the 
Acts, he knew at once that the liber- 
als were wrong and that the narra- 
tive was a simple piece of truth. It 
changed the whole ccurse of his life. 
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The wording of the New Testament 
verse conforming to facts which were 
hidden for centuries, brought him 
back to great faith in the credibility 
of the Word of God, and confirmed 
him in the direction of his life 
studies. 

I will not be astonished, when I 
reach Heaven, if I hear the testi- 
mony of someone who will tell how 
he was drawn to the validity of the 
Word of God by reading, ‘‘ At Par- 
bar westward, four at the causeway, 
and two at Parbar’’ (1 Chron. 
26:18). Happy the man who learns 
to live by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God 
(Mt. 4:4). 


God's blessings on you are never for you alone 


THE MOST SEGREGATED HOUR 


One of the saddest lines that I 
have ever read in secular reading 
comes from Marie Johnson, wife of 
Fisk University’s President Charles 
Johnson. 


Time, in its issue of May 11th, 
has a four-page report on ‘‘The U.S. 
Negro—A Decade of Promise.’’ It 
is one of the finest statements I have 
seen, and I believe that it would be 
worth the while of any reader of 
Eternity to go to the library and 
get that issue of Time and read it 
with great care. The article is most 
heartening, for it shows, beyond 
question, the remarkable rise of 
Negroes as a whole and of certain 
individuals in particular. 


The barriers before them have 
been crumbling one after another, 
and there are more which are yet to 
fall. But the greatest barrier, in- 
credibly, is within Christianity. 
‘“'The Negro has suffered more than 
any other group of Americans. He 
has seen the white man at his worst, 
and he might have turned cynically 
against the white man’s faith and 
values. But he has not. The Negro 
does feel bitter about his lot. But it 
is a bitterness greatly modified by 
hope, patience and humor .. . The 
Negro is still deeply religious, al- 
though American churches have 
been slow in fighting discrimination 
before the altar. Says Marie John- 
son, wife of Fisk University’s Presi- 
dent Charles Johnson: ‘I think we 
got the best out of Christianity, be- 
cause we had to have it. No matter 
how we may scoff, we believe . . 
Still, 11 o’clock Sunday morning is 
the most segregated hour of 
American life.’ ’’ 


If that sentence does not bring a 
deep sense of sorrow to your heart, 
and a poignant desire that the griet 
of the Holy Spirit should be stopped 
in this. great sin against the Lord 
who shed His blood for black, white, 
brown, yellow, and red, then I have 
a right to wonder if you have really 
understood the nature of the sacri- 
tice of Calvary and the wonder of 
your own personal salvation through 
grace. May the blessing of Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit be upon any 
and upon all who do anything to 
change 11 o’clock Sunday morning 
from the most segregated hour to 
the time of common worship from 
all the hearts for whom Christ died. 
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By George J. Schilling 


VERY week multitudes of people hear 
the familiar introduction to one of 
America’s most popular Gospel broadcasts: 

“From ‘the crossroads of the world, Times 
Square, New York . . . the heartbeat of a 
million souls, we bring you the Word of Life 
Hour with Jack Wyrtzen and the Word of 
Life singers.” 

Thirteen years ago Jack Wyrtzen, a dy- 
namic young Christian businessman with a 
gift for organization, determined to invade 
the very citadel of the entertainment world— 
Times Square—to reach young people for 
Christ. 

With a temerity that made older and more 
cautious Christians gasp, Jack challenged 
scintillating Times Square and gay Broad- 
way. In the very heart of this center of 
sophisticated worldliness with its convenient 
opportunities for sensuality, and on Satur- 
day nights, America’s fiesta of pleasure, Jack 
opened the comparatively small door of the 
Gospel Tabernacle on Eighth Avenue and 
44th Street. Preaching a simple, straightfor- 
ward message of salvation through Christ, 
he invited pleasure-bound crowds to forsake 
Broadway for the narrow way of Christian 
discipleship. 
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ABOVE: Mr. and Mrs. Wyrtzen. 


LEFT: Carlton Booth. 


BELOW: The Word of Life Quartet. 


The startled exclamations and half-formed 
criticisms of older Christians soon turned in- 
to “amens” and “hallelujahs” as multitudes 
began to stream through the opened doors. 
Audience rating surveys soon revealed the 
fact that great numbers were listening to the 
Word of Life broadcast every Saturday 
night. Stations were added until the broad- 
cast is now heard across the nation and on 
foreign mission stations. Assisting Jack 
Wyrtzen on this broadcast are Carlton Booth, 
popular song leader and soloist: Bill Fasig, 
pianist and program producer; Patsy Cahall, 
organist; and the Word of Life Quartet. 


The Word of Life Hour has become a vast 
fellowship of multitudes of Christians who 
support its effective ministry by their 
prayers, interest, and gifts. 


Among the thousands won to Christ 
through the Word of Life ministry, there 
have been professional people, businessmen, 
actors and actresses, as well as a great 
throng of teen-agers, oldsters, and children. 


Although the Christian public is aware of 
the radio phase of the ministry of the Word 
of Life Fellowship, it is not as familiar with 
other areas of service. 


In addition to the Saturday night rally, a 
sevenfold program has gradually developed 
through the years: 


1. Evangelism. Jack and his workers travel 
more than 50,000 miles every year conduct- 
ing evangelistic rallies as well as speaking 
during the day in high schools, colleges, and 
service clubs. These travels have not been 
confined to the United States but have in- 
cluded Canada, Mexico, and also a globe- 


circling itinerary. 
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2. Foreign missions. Some forty-six mis- 
sionaries, scattered over the world in seven- 
teen countries and serving under various 
mission boards, look to the Word of Life for 
support. Most of these are former staff mem- 


bers. 


3. Education. As soon as converts were 
won, Jack realized the need of sound teach- 
ing and Scriptural indoctrination. Able pas- 
tors and teachers have been enlisted to serve 
the Word of Life in Bible classes and cor- 
respondence courses. 


4. Camp. The recreational facilities of one 
of the best equipped Christian conference 














grounds in America have been geared to a 
summer program of concentrated evangel- 
ism to win young people. The Word of Life 
Camp, now in its sixth year was built on an 
island in Schroon Lake, N. Y. Last year, 
some five thousand young people attended. 
It is being enlarged to accommodate even 
larger groups for its popular program of fun, 
food, and fellowship combined with an in- 


Bearing ovt in fact that the 
Word of Life personnel are mis- 
sionary-minded, the folks pic- 
tured here are now among the 
46 missionaries of Word of Life. 


Left: The Harry Bollbachs. 


Below: Former quartet members. 






















tensive course of Bible study, personal evan- 
gelism, and missionary challenge. 


5. Mass rallies. Vast crowds have thronged 
the great auditoriums and stadiums of the 
East for Word of Life rallies. Among these 
have been Carnegie Hall, Yankee Stadium, 
Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden, 
Philadelphia Convention Hall, and Ocean 
Grove Auditorium. 


6. Boat rides. Twice a year the huge river 
steamer, S. S. Alexander Hamilton, is char- 
tered for a boat ride attended by some 
thirty-five hundred Word of Lifers. Many 
first decisions and reconsecrations are made 
during this enjoyable ride up the Hudson 
River. 


In order to help pastors and youth 
workers, the Word of Life has established a 
number of circuits for monthly rallies, sup- 
plying speakers and musicians for this fol- 
low-up ministry, and assisting preachers in 
establishing these new converts. 


What the future holds for the Word of Life 
Fellowship is difficult to conjecture. Jack’s 
co-workers and friends are generally so busy 
trying to keep pace with this human dynamo 
that they have little time for guessing. All 
agree, however, that Jack, a practical idealist 
with humility born of years of experience in 
all phases of evangelism, will always be de- 
vising new and effective means of “holding 
forth the Word of Life” to the vast multi- 
tudes of our bewildered generation. 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 
CHAPTER Two 
VERSES FOUR TO SIX 

Everyone who practices sin prac- 
tices also lawlessness. And you know 
that He was revealed to take away 
our sins, and sin does not exist in 
Him. Every one who abides in Him 
does not continue in sin. Every one 
who continues in sin, has not seen 
Him nor got to know Him. 

The Authorized Version obscures 
the antithesis between verses three 
and four. The writer is emphasizing 
what he has just said by giving its 
opposite in an expanded form. In con- 
sequence “everyone” must appear in 
both verses, and since the contrast 
goes further back, the same verb 
must be used in 2:29 and 3:4. Prac- 
ticing righteousness and practicing 
sin are set in opposition. The word is 
not the happiest of translations, but it 
does bring out the fact that it is ha- 
bitual action, a set attitude, that John 
has in mind, not the occasional fall of 
the believer. Hence, too, the trans- 
lation we have chosen in verses five 
and six, in an attempt to underline the 
significance of the Greek present 
tenses. 

Sin and lawlessness are set forth as 
interchangeable terms. The sinner 
acts as if no law exists to limit human 
conduct. The Gnostics claimed that 
they were above the moral law, uniqu- 
ely enlightened, and turned free- 
dom into license. God’s children have 
a law, not a code of Sinai, but the will 
of the Father. Verse five reminds 
them of the central fact, which it is 
salutary for them ever to remember. 
Christ came to deal with sin—past, 
present, and future. The sinner dis- 
regards both His work, stressed in 
the first half of the verse, and His 
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example with which the verse con- 
cludes. Note the echo of John the 
Baptist’s well-remembered. testimony. 

Verse six requires careful imter- 
pretation. On the face of it there ap- 
pears to be a flat contradiction of the 
doctrine expounded earlier in the 
letter (1:8-2:2). It may obviously be 
assumed that the writer saw no such 
contradiction. The early fathers, who 
were exercised over the problem, had 
various explanations. Augustine, for 
example, says: “To the extent that he 
abides in Him, a person does not sin,” 
and proceeds without justification to 
limit sin to lack of brotherly love. 
The Roman Catholics employ their 
doctrine of “mortal sin” in’ explana- 
tion. 

There is no real contradiction if the 
present tenses are insisted upon. The 
present tense of a Greek verb implied 
habit, continuity, unbroken sequence, 
and it is this tense we have endea- 
vored to render by the use of the 
verb “continue.” The believer sins, 
and John has both admitted the fact, 
and named the remedy. Nevertheless 
opposition to sin, and hatred of it, is 
the ruling principle of his life. He 
falls, but the Enemy has no rejoicing; 
the fallen rises again, confesses his 
fault, and presses on. The habitual 
sinner does none of these things. Just 
as the apostates who had left the 
Church proved, in John’s view (2:19), 
they had never really belonged to it, 
so the determined sinner, he who 
“continues in sin,” covets no change, 
and seeks no victory, proves in the 
act that he has never really known 
Christ. 

Thus the verse finds explanation. 
There is no logical contradiction in- 
volved, but it may be admitted that 
the words deal with a spiritual clash 


of which every Christian is conscious, 
the contradiction, if it may be so 
described, between his conduct and 
his aspirations, his achievement and 
his ideals, between the Lord he owns 
and his attempts to be like Him, that 
experience which Paul put into 
eternal words in Romans, chapter 


— VERSES SEVEN TO TWELVE 

Little children let no one lead you 
astray. The one who practices right- 
eousness is righteous even as He is 
righteous. The one who practices sin 
is of the Devil for the Devil sins from 
the beginning. That is why the Son of 
God was revealed, to undo the works 
of the Devil. Every one who has been 
born of God does not practice sin, 
because His seed abides in him. And 
he cannot continue ‘sinning because 
he has been born of God. In this the 
children of God and the children of 
the Devil are revealed. Everyone who 
does not practice righteousness is 
not of God, and the one who does not 
love his brother. For this is the mes- 
sage you have heard from the begin- 
ning that we love one another. Not as 
Cain was of the Evil One and mur- 
dered his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his own deeds 
were evil and his brother’s righteous. 

John has the true teacher’s appre- 
ciation of the value of repetition. His 
method is the continual and varied 
confrontation of his people with the 
same truths, the same doctrines. 
Every man who faces week by week 
the same congregation knows the 
value and the necessity of such di- 
dactic method. And yet it is to be 
noted that John’s repetitions are not 
mere reproductions of. something 
said before. They always introduce 
new facts, new angles. 

(Continued on page 39) 
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FERMENT IN AFRICA 


Africa is a subject that has come rapidly to the top as 
one of the leading contenders for space in our magazines 
and newspapers. A glance at the Readers’ Guide to Peri- 
odical Literature which lists almost all the magazine 
articles published by approximately one hundred lead- 
ing magazines of our country, will show that in the past 
two years there have been very few articles on the 
dark Continent. But suddenly almost all magazines 
have leading articles on the problems of Africa. The 
last bound volume of the Readers’ Guide shows that 
there were only three articles on political problems in 
Africa published in the magazines it indexes during the 
twelve months from April 1951 through March 1952. In 
the following twelve months there were ten. But in the 
sixty days since then there have been more than a 
dozen. Life has devoted an entire issue to Africa; so 
has the Saturday Review. Single important articles have 
appeared in almost all leading magazines, while the 
Wilson Company, principal publishers for librarians’ 
reference books give entire front page coverage in the 
Readers’ Guide to the 1953 editions of the Year Book 
and Guide to Southern Africa, and the Year Book and 
Guide to East Africa. 

At the close of last year, at the time I was preparing 
my article for the January issue of Erernity on the an- 
nual survey of world events, I came to the conclusion 
that Africa was the most important news of 1952 in spite 
of the fact that there were only a dozen articles on 
political events in Africa and a similar number on racial 
and economic problems for the same Continent. My 
“Man of the Year” was the dark-skinned man rising 
from the dust of Asia and Africa, and the event of the 
year was the uprising in East Africa. 

The months that have followed have done nothing to 
minimize this view, and it may well be that the present 
year will again focus our attention on the restless 
turmoil of Asia (see editorial on page 12) and Africa. 

The key to the restlessness in Africa is that this con- 
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tinent, second only to Asia in size, has a population of 
175 millions of dark-skinned people who are ruled by 
about five million white Europeans. Furthermore, Africa 
is one of the richest regions in the world and its vast 
wealth is being exploited by black laborers for the profit 
of the white man. And to cap the climax, the white man 
is frequently arrogant and rapacious, treating the black 
man as little better than cattle. I can remember the 
surprised shock which came to me when I saw in the 
largest hotel in Leopoldville, the largest city of the 
Belgian Congo, a sign which read, “No black person 
who is not a servant permitted beyond this point.” 

I do not suppose that this present article shall speak 
primarily of the Africa that has been in the newspaper 
headlines so much in the recent past. Almost all readers 
have learned about the Mau Mau rebellion and the 
severe restrictive measures that have been taken by the 
British authorities against this terrorist organization. 
The fact that savage Africa should produce something 
like a- black Ku Klux Klan against the whites is as 
newsworthy an item as when a man bites a dog. We 
may be sure that we have not heard the last of this, and 
that the battle will not be ultimately won by the whites 
in Kenya Colony. The present restrictions may maintain 
the status quo for a decade, but not for much longer. 
The rising tide of color cannot fail to penetrate all the 
back bays of Africa, and Kenya will be no exception. 

Nor shall I spend much time discussing the affairs of 
the Union of South Africa. I am more ashamed of the 
siiuation in the Cape than in any other part of Africa, 
because it is the fruit of an intolerable twisting of Chris- 
tianity by supposedly fundamental Christian groups. 
The fact that Malan, the Prime Minister, is what I would 
call a reprobate Reformed Church Minister, makes the 
situation all the more nauseating. I wish that editors of 
the Reformed and Christian Reformed papers would 
courageously handle this matter and show the Afri- 
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kaners that their American cousins do not support them 
in any wise in their repressive measures against the 
lowest common denominator of human rights. 

The upheaval that is beginning in Africa is not the 
result of Communist intervention, primarily. It is the 
result of the coming of Christianity into the land, with 
its violent teachings of liberty and freedom. For the 
doctrines of Christianity are violent and we must never 
forget that. When the Gospel first came into the Roman 
Empire it entered a civilization that was half slave and 
half free. 

Slavery was the order of the day. Into such a civiliza- 
tion the Gospel of Jesus Christ came. And it came as a 
ferment; it came as a power; it came as an acorn dropped 
in a bit of soil in the cleft of a rock and before long 
the roots went down and the oak tree split the rock 
apart and liberty came in the train of the Gospel. 
Christianity began among slaves. In the early days of 
the Church it was God’s will that some continue being 
slaves to witness for Him as they were. This doctrine 
that came to the hearts of men had to do first of all 
with liberty of conscience: When a man was born again 
the burden of ‘sin fell from his heart beside which 
release from the burden of slavery was a very small 
thing. 

But do not forget the fact that there are by-products 
of Christianity. Christianity is a whole lot more than 
individual salvation for individuals. O yes, it is that, 
and we who are fundamental and who believe in the 
Word of God perhaps have been guilty at times of 
spending all of our time on just that phase of the truth 
and failing to comprehend the ramifications of Christian- 
ity as it goes and must go, to the uttermost parts of the 
earth, and as it must take men and lift them. The Gospel 
would not be the Gospel if it did not cause men to stand 
under their burdens and then seek to give their children 
a better life, then seek to live under better circum- 
stances and to desire, in right, a little greater share of 
that which they produce. 

Throughout the centuries Christianity has had the 
most violent events follow in its train. The slaves of the 
Roman Empire became the masters in the generations 
that followed. Little by little the rights of humanity 
began to be made known and the dignity of the human 
personality warmed the breasts of those who were 
suffering oppression. The Emperors passed and the 
grandeur that was Rome fell into insignificance. When, 
a century or two later, the clergy and the nobles com- 
bined together to form a feudalism which was little 
different from the domination of the emperors, it was 
the truth that is in Christ that again began to ferment. 
Luther, Calvin, and their followers laid hold upon the 
Word of God and liberty once more followed the Gospel. 
There is no freedom known to man today that does not 
have its spring in the Word of God and its channel 
through the Protestant Reformation. In passing, let me 
remind you of a great book—This Freedom—Whence? 
by J. Wesley Brady. This Canadian historian has demon- 
strated that all of our freedoms come to us by way of 
the Reformation and the Wesleyan revival. 

After the warmth and the fire of the Reformation had 
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calmed down like hot lava turning to cold pumice stone, 
Satan began an imitation reformation. The French Rev- 
olution can be described in such terms. Now the idea 
of liberty was seized upon by the Encyclopedists, and 
Voltaire and Rousseau became the saints of a new. 
movement that took Christian philosophy and divorced 
it from Christ, attempting to lift man in his physical 
and economic life without touching him spiritually. The 
same revolution might have continued across the Chan- 
nel if it had not been for God’s intervention and the 
Great Awakening that He sent with the Wesleys and 
Whitefield. 

It should be remembered that the coming of Marx and 
Lenin and their followers was nothing more nor less 
than a delayed reaction of the same type in backward 
Russia. What the French Revolution had started at the 
end of the eighteenth century was to be carried on in 
Russia at the beginning of the twentieth century. But 
the movement was to be more violent because of the 
close marriage of the state and the church which had 
to be destroyed before the fruit of their apostasy could 
be done away with. The tragic result was that a group 
of vicious, demoniacal men took hold of the movement 
and turned it to their selfish ends. 

There were men who had taken the by-products of 
Christianity without taking its main product. They did 
not want to believe in Jesus Christ and the redemption 
offered them in Him, but the fruits of that redemption 
they desired. Therefore Voltaire and the Encyclopedists 
began to preach liberty, equality, and fraternity apart 
from Christ. And when men thus preached there was 
laid the basis for the warfare which now is athwart the 
world—in India, in China, in Russia, and in the next 
decade, in Africa. Liberty, equality, and fraternity with- 
out Jesus Christ means of course that men shall be free 
from human masters but themselves be divine masters 
running their own lives as they please without being in 
subjection to God. Now the Bible says, “It is good for 
a man that he bear the yoke in his youth” (Lam. 3:27). 
And it is good for every one of us to recognize the fact 
that we are in discipline to God. It is only in such a 
framework that we can have the greatest liberty. The 
French Revolution brought men out into a liberty that 
knew no human master and _no divine master and there- 
fore prepared the groundwork for Karl Marx and 
Communism. 

What happened in France just before Napoleon, and 
in Russia under Lenin and Trotsky, has happened in 
our generation in India, Pakistan, and China, and will 
happen, most surely, in Africa in the years to come. 
There is no force that can arrest the wheels of time. 
The certainty and inevitability of that which is upon 
the African horizon is beyond question. 

When Nobel, best known as the donor of the Peace 
Prize that bears his name, discovered the high explosive 
(high for those days) which made his fortune, he asked 
a friend who was a professor of Greek to give him a 
Greek word for power that he could use on his new 
product. The professor suggested dunamis, and the 
product was named dynamite. It is this Greek word 
that is used in the beginning of the epistle to the Ro- 

(Continued on page 45) 
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. nd Ther Message To This stye...... By J. Staal Holden 


CTS2 HOSEA DO 


Cuapters 1-3. 
“The word of the Lord that came unto Hosea, the son 


of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 
kiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the 
son of Joash, king of Israel.” This opening verse of 
Hosea’s prophecy gives an indication of the historical 
background which is essential to a right understanding 
of the heart of the prophet’s message. A record of the 
reigns referred to in this opening verse is to be found 
in the Books of the Kings and of the Chronicles, and 
they give an indication of the state of things that existed 
when Hosea suddenly came forth as a prophet of God. 


The Facts of His Life 


Tt was out of the tragedy of his own home }ife that 
Hosea heard God speaking to him. It was a deep per- 
sonal sorrow through which the prophet passed as a 
preparation for his lifework. Hosea, like every other 
prophet, had not only to express God’s message, but to 
exemplify God’s character, and, hence, he himself must 
learn in the school of sorrow and suffering: ard it is 
only by pain that his perceptions cafi be awakened. 
Chapters 1-3 give the story of the uhfaithful wife, the 
symbol of the idolatry of the nation in the sight of God. 
Hosea’s marriage turns out disastrously. It is not to be 
understood from the record that his wife, Gomer, was 
an immoral woman before her marriage, although the 
second verse of the first chapter may be rather difficult 
to understand in this light: but Hosea is speaking there 
in retrospect. His account of his marriage is colored by 
the feelings with which he looks back upon it. “The 
word of the Lord” began to come to him when that 
union, into which he believed he had been divinely led, 
turned out disastrously, and when his wife proved to 
be unfaithful to him. 

The prophet’s tragic personal experience inves!ed him 
with perception, for he realized that he was not the 
only man in the land who was suffering from a like 
experience; that there were many other homes that had 
been broken up for the very same reason. So !ax had 
become the state of morality, so little regard was being 
given to the demands of God’s laws, that Hosea realizes 
that he was only one of many who were thus suffering, 
and he loses himself in the suffering of his nation. Hosea 
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begins to see, too, in his own suffering some iittle re- 
flection of the suffering of God—for Israel, united to 
God by the tenderest of ties, had proved toward God 
what Gomer, his wife, had proved toward him—to be 
utterly unfaithful and worthless. Like many a man who 
has had cause to identify the loss of his fortune, and 
the wrecking of his hopes, with the beginning of his 
true life in God, Hosea found it so. He identifies this, 
his painful experience, with “the word of the Lord” 
which thus came to him. 

It is to be noted that his children are given symbolical 
names, which is a rare habit of the prophets. ; He -calls 
his first-born son Jezreel, which speaks of the vengeance 
of God upon the land for her iniquity. The second 
child he names Lo-Ruramah, which means “one who 
knows not mercy.” One who had never known a 
father’s love is the real meaning of the Hebrew word. 
So it is possible that even before the birth of this child 
Hosea had the anguish and pain of knowing of his 
wife’s unfaithfulness. He does not admit the paternity 
of this child. Yet another child is born whom he calls 
La-Ammi, which means, “one who is not of my people.” 
Hosea gives these:significant names to his children be- 
cause of the state of Israel: they are indications of the 
impending disaster. Israel knew not the love of God. 
Israel was apostasized in her idolatry from the faith and 
fear of God, and was His in only a nominal sense. 

Then later the prophet’s wife deserted him, and his 
home life was destroyed. And, as is so often the case 
with such poor women, she sells herself into the slavery 
of harlotry and sin. Hosea, divinely led, and divinely 
impelled, redeems her at cost to himself, and takes her 
back to his home, and re-establishes her in fellowship. 
He realized that his sorrow was a miniature of the 
divine sorrow, and his pain a reflection of the divine 
pain. Through the wrong done to his own heart by his 
faithless wife he realized more clearly the wrong done 
to the love of God by Israel’s infidelity. The grace with 
which Hosea treated his errant wife was but a reflec- 
tion of the grace with which God treated Israel. It was 
Hosea’s anguish of heart which served to quicken his 
own apprehension. By the pain of his own outraged love 
he acquired insight into the relationship between God 
and Israel, a relationship close and intimate. 

Surely here is a prophecy and an intimation of that 
great relationship which was later to find its consum- 
mation in the new covenant. Hosea began to apprehend 
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something of the pain of God’s heart as he saw the 
dearest he had known ruthlessly torn from him by the 
invisible hands of sin. He began to see something of 
the true nature of sin as he saw his home devastated, 
and his children left without the care of a mother. He 
saw to what depths sin could bring a nation: and he 
saw, too, how persistent and long-suffering is the love 
of God. He saw that the idolatry into which the nation 
had fallen was spiritual harlotry. The depths to which 
sin could take an individual, and a nation, was appre- 
hended by Hosea out of a broken heart. 

The force of this lesson is obvious to all. How many 
have learned to understand God by reason of their pain! 
How many have come to see the true reality of eternal 
things when all earthly light has been put out! Many 
of us have been brought through experiences, inex- 
plicable at the time, but they have proved to be the 
only way in which the Master could refine our sensi- 
bility, and make us usable in His hands for the carrying 
out of His bequests. From the most unkindly things in 
life may be drawn the choicest graces. Some of the 
bitterest and most heart-breaking experiences may be 
our richest preparation for our service of God in the 
world. We shall not have studied this prophecy in vain 
if we learn from it something of the way in which Hosea 
became “meet for the Master’s use”; and how we, too, 
may take the experiences of life and transmute them 
by faith, and loyalty, and obedience into factors of 
fruitful service, and God-glorifying enterprise in the 
world. 

The message of this prophecy of Hosea has now be- 
come clear. It is to show to his people the depth of 
God’s love for them, and also the depth of their sin. 
There is in this prophecy, intermingled with so much 
tenderness of word as to be almost matchless, a right- 
eous indignation against the nation for its treatment of 
God. There is a passion and a jealousy in his soul for 
God’s honor. His own honor has been trampled upon. 
He has been wounded in a man’s most sensitive and 
susceptible region: and he is indignant with Israel who 
is treating God as his own unworthy wife had treated 
him. 

In the New Testament we read not only of the love, 
the gentleness, and the sacrifice of the Lamb, but we 
read that one of the great unrevealed qualities of the 
Lamb is wrath. It is from “the wrath of the Lamb” that 
men will call upon the mountains to fall and cover them. 
It has been said with truth that oil—soft and emollient 
in its action—is yet the greatest material force when 
set on fire. That quality is also to be seen in the prophet 
Hosea, and to a greater degree still, in our divine 
Master and Lord. No man is ever going to be a true 
prophet who can look unmoved upon the sin of apostasy 
from God, and be complacent about it. The sight of 
iniquity; the revolt against God’s holy will; the tramp- 
ing underfoot of the blood of the Covenant; the despising 
of the prohibitions of divine grace, which are for the 
protection of human life: These all inspire men to a 
moral passion, without which Christian service, and the 
effective preaching of the Word, are entirely impossible. 
But it must always be remembered that passion in 
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speech, that fearlessness in proclaiming the truth, and 
in plunging the sword of the Spirit into the heart of 
the evil, require always to be quickened and inspired, 
and corrected, too, by the pain of a.heart which knows 
something of its own utter worthlessness, apart from. . 
the grace of God which it proclaims. 

We must beware of being harsh and vindictive in 
our speech about others, and in our judgment of them, 
until we have sat in ruthless judgment upon ourselves. 
The consciousness of iniquity will inspire a man to 
moral indignation, but it will blaze out more fiercely 
against himself than against anyone else. It is the man 
who dwells there in the fire which purifies his own 
inner being who will then be bold and passionate in his 
indignation against anything which derogates from the 
honor of God, or the name of Jesus Christ. 

Suffering Begets Sympathy 

There is a certain note in this prophecy of Hosea 
which can be expressed only in this way: The prophet 
sympathizes with God, and not with Israel at all. He 
uses words of indignation for Israel’s shameless and 
abominable idolatries. The sorrow of his own heart has 
taught him a little of what God must suffer. Hosea says 
in effect: “If my heart can feel pain because of out- 
raged love, what of the heart of God?” Hosea is the 
prophet of the tenderness and the love of God. Right 
through the prophecy there is'to be found a tender 
pleading on behalf of God. 

It is as though Hosea says to this people: “Oh, do not 
wrong God any more! You have fallen by your iniquity. 
Come back to Him. You have inflicted wrong enough: 
do not inflict any further wrong upon the One who 
loves you, and who will not give you up.” The second 
chapter of the prophecy is an illustration of this. It is 
the most tender passage in the whole of Old Testament 
literature. It begins by declaring that God will not cast 
off His people, although Israel has sinned against Him. 
God will allow a decline to come in her prosperity: He 
will make her conscious of her sin: He will take her 
into the wilderness where He will “speak to her heart” 
—that is the real meaning of the word, “I will allure 
her into the wilderness.” There God will so deal with 
His people in grace and love, that they will come to 
know Him in a new way. “I will betroth thee unto me 
for ever: yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteous- 
ness, and in judgment, and in loving kindness, and in 
mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithful- 
ness” (2:19, 20). The prophet’s sorrow has made him 
sympathetic with God, and he pleads for Him in the 
tenderest tones he knows: he translates the prose of 
God’s mind into the sweetest poetry of which his heart 
is capable. 

Notice how he closes the second chapter of his proph- 
ecy. “I will sow her unto me in the earth (referring to 
the future fruitfulness of that nation): and I will have 
mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy: and I will 
say to them which were not. my people, Thou art my 
people: and they shall say, Thou art my God.” The 
divine character sanctifies human conduct. God’s grief 
has been suggested to the praphet by his own grief: and 

(Continued on page 45) 
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The Believer’s Footsteps 





UCH is said in Scripture concerning the walk of 

God’s people, and “the steps of a good man are 
ordered by the Lord.” The walk as used in Scripture 
refers to daily conduct and the usual manner of life. As 
all realize who have walked much, especially in rough 
country, much depends on where steps are taken and in 
the Psalms there are several verses which are very 
suggestive of this truth in the lives of God’s people. 


The Victorious “For by thee I run upon (through) a 
Break-Through. troop; and by my God do I leap over 

a wall” (Ps. 18:29 ASV). These words 
are found in David’s hymn of praise after deliverance 
from all of his enemies and especially from the hand of 
Saul. During those years when he was fleeing from the 
hand of the jealous king, again and again his way for- 
ward seemed to be blocked by a troop of his enemies 
or what appeared to be a blank wall lying immediately 
across his path, but in this hymn of thanksgiving he 
speaks of the way in which again and again the victory 
had been given and he had made a breakthrough either 
by running through the troop or leaping over the wall. 
This wall at times was a wall of opposition and difficulty. 
There were many such cases in the life of David, but 
he had learned habitually to look to God to give the 
victory and to grant him a victorious breakthrough in 
spite of what had seemed to be an impossible situation. 
Before going out to meet Goliath, the giant, he had laid 
aside the armor furnished by Saul, telling the king of 
the way in which God had enabled him to gain the 
victory over a bear, and a lion while in defense of his 
flocks; then relying upon the Name of the Lord of 
Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, he went forth 
and with a stone from his sling he destroyed the man 
who for days had taunted all the mighty men of the 
hosts of Israel and challenged the whole nation of God’s 
chosen people. In the New Testament we find the same 
sort of experience mentioned by the apostle Paul, who 
again and again was called upon to meet a wall of oppo- 
sition and difficulty right across his path, and which 
could be surmounted only by divine strength and under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As he wrote to his 
friends in Corinth, “God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). He had learned the 
great lesson that the power of God was made perfect 
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in his weakness and therefore boasted in his weaknesses 
that the power of Christ might rest upon him (2 Cor. 
12:9). 

In addition to the wall of direct opposition, many of 
us are painfully conscious of the wall of fear or timidity 
which often seems to block our path with its paralyzing 
effect as we look forward with dread to some eventual- 
ity which we are sure will come upon us or in regard 
to accepting some new responsibility in the Lord’s 
service or witnessing for Him. These walls are often met 
suddenly and in most unexpected places: they may be 
found in our home life, in the office, in the school, or in 
our social life. We need to realize, however, that every 
wall which blocks the path of our spiritual progress, of 
whatever nature it may be, should be regarded as a 
direct challenge to us in relying upon the supernatural 
power of God to leap over it and to experience His 
enabling grace which makes possible our advance over 
and through all that may seek to hinder or to defeat. 


Sure “He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, 
Progress. and setteth me upon my high places 

. .. Thou hast enlarged my steps under 
me, that my feet did not slip” (Psa. 18:33, 36). These 
are phrases used in connection with mountain climbing 
when the way is steep and the rocks are slippery and 
dangerous, and it is necessary to feel one’s way, taking 
great care each time as to just where the feet are placed. 
Mountain climbing is often a lonely walk, for there are 
not too many who are willing or eager to climb moun- 
tains because of the painstaking effort and the strict 
self-discipline which are absolutely necessary in order 
to scale lofty peaks and reach almost inaccessible 
heights. What is true in the physical world is equally 
true in the spiritual world in which the Lord is contin- 
ually calling His children to mount up, but in which so 
many are content to live along on a low level, attracted 
by the pleasures and successes of worldly ambition and 
unready to turn their attention to the great and glorious 
spiritual graces and experiences which the Lord has 
made available for all who are willing to grasp them. 
Progress in our spiritual lives means a continuous 
ascent, always reaching up to greater heights of spiritual 
experience and into the rarer and purer atmosphere of 
the holiness of His presence. It is only, therefore, as the 
Lord makes our feet like the feet of a hind, especially 
formed to grip and hold fast where there seems to be no 
real foothold, and as He holds us will our feet not slip 
and can we go forward possessing the secret of confi- 
dence and poise in Him because of His abiding presence 
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and His sustaining grace. The true Christian life is a 
life of poise and balance amid every circumstance, and 
in Acts 9:31 we read that the church “having peace, 
being edified; and, walking in the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, was multiplied.” The 
balancing pole to maintain the poise here mentioned is 
that of the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. The first is a holy carefulness not to step outside 
God’s revealed will and not to compromise with evil, 
even though others do so, and on the other hand the 
comfort or confidence and assurance in the Holy Spirit 
that sends us on with joy in the Lord, being conscious 
of His guidance and His grace, and with the promise of 
continued victory each step of the way. Not only are 
we meant to enjoy the experience of habitually breaking 
through the barriers that seem to block our pathway, 
but we are also expected to have the joy of the exper- 
ience of the Lord’s steadying and sustaining power as 
we daily press onward and upward to higher levels of 
spiritual living and to greater heights from which we 
may gain new and breath-taking views of the majesty 
of God’s purposes and the inexhaustible riches of His 
grace. 


Clear “He ... set my feet upon a rock, and 
Going. established my goings” (Psa. 40:2). In 

the first three verses of the 40th Psalm 
David again is speaking of his experiences with the 
Lord and in the opening verses he records his spiritual 
autobiography which contains first of all his deliverance 
—“out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay.” Whether 
this pit and clay were those of difficulty, defeat, or de- 
pression, and how David found himself in it, is not 
necessary for us to ask; the important thing to know is 
that deliverance had been granted and that the Lord 
had set his feet upon a rock, which guaranteed his sure 
footing and no further slipping back or loss of ground. 
As we think of this experience as our own, we at once 
can say with the apostle Paul, “And the rock was 
Christ” as we find in Him the sure foundation and the 
certainty upon which to place our feet every step of the 
way. 

The apostle Paul voices a similar experience when he 
writes, “Thanks be unto God, who always leadeth us in 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest through us the 
savor of his knowledge in every place” (2 Cor. 2:14 
ASV). Wherever he went the apostle was conscious that 
his goings were established because of the leadership 
of the One who had conquered him and made him His 
own—the Lord Jesus Christ, who was leading him day 
by day, and often through difficult and dangerous places. 
Since the Lord; however, was the Leader, the outcome 
was always victory. The result of that victorious ad- 
vance was a heart full of praise—“And hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise unto our God.” It was 
a new song in order to express a new sense of degree 


brought about by a new experience of God’s grace. 
Each day of spiritual growth and progress should mean 
new understanding and new appreciation on our part 
of the glories of our Lord and of the grandeur and 
marvels of the great things which He has done for us 
and which He has made possible for us. As this takes 
place, we too shall constantly find new outbursts of 
praise from our hearts as we seek to give some adequate 
expression to our new-found joy and gratitude to our 
Lord. 

The final result of having had his goings established, 
which David mentions, in this Psalm, was that he had 
become an exhibit of God’s grace—‘“Many shall see it 
and fear and shall trust in the Lord” (40:3). David 
knew that as he went forward, in his progress would be 
manifested the working of God’s power in and through 
him. His life would be lived out in a very real sense to 
the glory of God. To put it in New Testament phrase- 
ology, he would “be a living testament, known and read 
of all men to the glory and praise of God” (2 Cor. 3:2). 
That is always one of the results of consistent living in 
the will of God. We can be equally confident of making 
sure progress in the upward climb no matter how steep 
the way may seem and we can be equally sure of those 
experiences of clear going when we are walking day by 
day in triumphal procession with the Lord and He is 
using us as exhibits of His grace through whom He is 
manifesting Himself and His glory to those about us 
who in turn shall see it and fear and shall be led to 
put their trust in Him. 
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In Los Angeles, on Christmas Eve, a father looked at a TV 
program of suspects wanted, identified one as a young man 
calling on his daughter, and phoned to the police. The young 
man left the house and went to a motel where he committed 
suicide. 


Modern inventions of broadcasting sight and sound are 
making more and more comprehensible the declarations made 
by the Word of God that the Lord’s judgments will penetrate 
all the secrets of men, and that the very thoughts of the 
heart and the idle words spoken by the lips shall be brought 
up for an accounting (Romans 2:16; Matt. 12:36). 


THE ONLY WAY OF ESCAPE IS THROUGH THE SAVIOUR 
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Deliverance From Sin 





The third of a series of studies by the Editor on 
the conflict in the Seventh Chapter of Romans. 


“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” (Rom. 7:24). 

Once again we have the proof that this passage of 
Scripture is applicable only to a man who has been 
born again. An unsaved man could never call himself 
wretched because he had become aware of the existence 
of the depths of the Adamic nature within himself. The 
first chapter of this epistle closed with the statement, 
found three times, that God has abandoned the unsaved 
man to himself, and that such a man not only keeps 
on practicing sin, even while knowing that it is to end 
in death, but that he is pleased with other men who 
practice sin (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28, 32). Furthermore, the 
“soulish” man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, neither can he know them, they are foolishness 
unto him, for they are spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 
2:14). An unsaved man may think himself wretched 
because of poverty, but never because of indwelling sin. 
An unsaved man may think himself wretched because 
of illness, but never because of indwelling sin. An un- 
saved man may think himself wretched because he has 
been caught in evil but never because of the evil which 
made him guilty. An unsaved man may think himself 
wretched because of advancing age, but never because 
of the sin that has been the pattern of his life. To think 
one’s self wretched because of indwelling sin is a proof 
of the presence of the Holy Spirit who alone can bring 
to man a knowledge of his lost condition. 

Paul was a moral man. He was able to testify to the 
Philippians that “touching the righteousness of the law 
[he was] blameless” (Phil. 3:6). He was able, therefore, 
to do good in the definition of good that includes posi- 
tive actions of righteousness. He was not talking about 
any condition of flagrant lawlessness in his own life 
before he was saved, for he testifies that he had never 
lived in any such condition. This whole passage concerns 
the awareness of holiness that the coming of the Holy 
Spirit brings into the life of a born-again believer. I am 
amazed that even such faithful commentators as Newell 
and Griffith Thomas have not been able to see this. In 
fact, I do not find what must be the true answer in any 
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important commentary which has ever been written on 
Romans, and I believe I have examined most of them. 
Here is a highly moral man who has been brought out 
of darkness and into light. The Holy Spirit has entered 
his body to make it His temple. Immediately, as the 
coming of any important guest makes you conscious of 
any inferiority in your home, so the coming of the Holy 
Spirit made Paul—and every other born-again man— 
conscious of the indwelling presence of sin. For the 
Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit, and He must bring His 
most important characteristic to light in our hearts. 
Even as love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit which is given unto us (Rom. 5:5), so must the 
awareness of holiness come to be shed abroad in our 
hearts by this Spirit whose very name is Holy. Paul 
had known, even in his relationship to God under the 
law, a power that enabled him to keep from breaking 
the outward form of the ten commandments. He would 
be considered by any standards except those of God, to 
be a righteous man, working righteousness, long before 
he had the indwelling presence of the Spirit. But now 
he wants more. I know this is true because I want more. 
I remember, years ago, thinking of Solomon’s choice of 
wisdom when he was given the opportunity of having any 
desire fulfilled. I can remember thinking that if I had 
been given any choice I would not have chosen wisdom, 
but I would have immediately claimed a holiness like 
unto the holiness of God. That must be the desire of 
anyone who has come to know God in Christ, and in 
whom the Holy Spirit has come to dwell. So, Paul, upon 
undergoing the great transformation which came when 
the Holy Spirit took up His abode in him, immediately 
desired absolute holiness. He wanted goodness that was 
unmixed. He wanted the perfection of God. And when 
he wanted it, there immediately arose within him the 
awareness that when he would do this perfect good, 
evil was present with him. The full comprehension of 
this passage can come only from the realization that the 
good here is not merely good actions, which Paul had 
been performing all his life, but a divine goodness, a 
perfect goodness, an unmixed goodness—the very good- 
ness of God. Paul would have chosen, not wisdom, but 
perfect holiness if he had been granted one choice. 
This surging desire for holiness because of the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit is immediately confronted with 
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the most violent opposition. The streams of all holiness 
flow from within us, from the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, but they flow through a heart that is deceitful 
above all things, and incurably sick (Jer. 17:9). The 
new man is wretched because of this lack of absolute, 
unmixed perfection, and cries out, “O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” There would be little present value to the Gos- 
pel if that cry echoed in a night of despair and no 
answering trumpet blast of victory could be heard. 

Years ago I ran across a story which I have sought to 
verify, and for which I have never found any classical 
authority. It has certain illustrative elements which 
cause me to present it without verification. It is reported 
that near Tarsus, where Saul was born, there was a 
tribe of people who had a most terrible penalty which 
they inflicted upon any man who was a murderer. Back 
in those hills of Asia Minor, it is said, there was the 
custom of fastening the body of the victim to that of 
the killer. If a man murdered another, the tribesmen 
took the dead body of the victim and put it upon the 
back of the murderer, fastening shoulder to shoulder, 
back to back, thigh to thigh, arm to arm, and then driv- 
ing the murderer with his horrible burden of death, 
forth from the community. So tight were the bonds that 
there was no possibility of his freeing himself from the 
dead thing, and after a few days the death in the body 
of death began to communicate itself to the living flesh 
of the murderer. As he stalked the fields and paths of 
his land there was none to help him. He had no possi- 
bility of relief, and only the frightful prospect of 
gangrenous death for himself. He could well cry in 
horror, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?” 

The believer who has become aware of the nature of 
true holiness by the incoming presence of the Holy 
Spirit must desire holiness with a most earnest desire. 
When that divine holiness makes him aware of his own 
innate carnality there is a cry of horror that comes from 
his renewed being. Must the renewed “I” be forced to 
dwell in close contact with a body of death? 

The answer, which must be derived not only from the 
context but from the whole of the New Testament 
revelation, is a two-fold one. There is deliverance, and 
it comes to us from God through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Practically all translators have rendered the Greek 
literally, leaving the direct answer in a phrase that has 
some words omitted, and the mind must supply the rest. 
“Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The sense 
would make it necessary for us to fill in so that the 
answer would come, “I thank God, [there is deliverance] 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Weymouth has not 
given us an absolutely literal translation, but though he 
has slightly violated the grammar of the Greek, he has 
succeeded in giving us a more startling translation. It 
reads, “Who shall rescue me from this body of death? 


God! to whom be thanks through Jesus Christ our - 
Lord.” And the Roman Catholic Confraternity version 
has followed the famous French translation of Segond, 
“Who will deliver me from the body of this death? The 
grace of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Yes. Thanks be to God, there is deliverance from the 
body of this death. To all of those who have been fright- 
ened at this paragraph because they thought that it 
might permit the condoning of lawlessness, we answer 
immediately that the Bible teaches that it is possible 
for a believer to live without gross outbreaks of sin. We 
have pointed out that Paul achieved this state while 
still related to God only in the covenant of the Old Test- 
ament. As touching the righteousness of the law, he was 
blameless. He had not yet had the burning conflicts 
that arise when there is the thirst after unmixed good, 
and the divine perfection of the Holy Spirit. But he did 
know, already, the deliverance from the wild outbreak 
of the carnal forces that are within even the born-again 
believer. If we show, theoretically, that it is possible for 
a believer to live, contemplating the Lord Jesus and 
availing himself of the power of the risen Christ, and 
that it is possible for him to be without the breaking 
forth of the Adamic nature for the space of one second, 
we then establish that it is possible for him thus to live 
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Out in Kenya Colony, some years ago, there was a Christian 
teacher, Stephen Smith, working among the Kikuyu people. 
Despondent because he felt that the Lord was not having full 
control of his life, he opened the Bible at random and read, 
“1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh 
my help” (Psa. 121:1). From where he was he could see, far 
away, Mt. Kilimanjaro, 19,300 feet high, and it seemed to be 
calling him to come and climb it. He did so, and on reaching 
the top, to his astonishment, came upon a metal box lying in 
the crater at the summit. It was inscribed, “W. J. W. Roome, 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 31st July, 1928.” In the 
box was a Bible. Smith opened the Bible to Psalm 121, and 
realized that it was not the mountain but God who was his 
help, and learned how to punctuate the verses properly. “I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills. From whence cometh my 
help? May help cometh from the Lord .. .” 


You do not have to climb a mountain to find this out. Or 
maybe you are one who insists on doing things the hard way. 
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By RALPH L. KEIPER 








It is a great pleasure to me to have such a substitute as Ralph L. Keiper to take over the 
Daily Meditations for two months while | am in Europe this summer to deliver certain addresses at 
England’s Keswick, the London Bible College, and before other meetings. 














Mr. Keiper’s work has f 4 tly appeared in these pages and his growing Bible Conference 
ministry through the country is being appreciated by an ever-widening circle. D.G.B. 
JUDE (1) July 1 TO THEM THAT ARE SANCTIFIED IN GOD, 


Apart from this small letter very little is known of 
the apostle except for a question which he asked the 
Lord on one occasion. “Lord, how is it that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?” In 
His reply our Lord gives the key to His abiding presence 
in the Christian life. “If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him” (John 
14:22, 23). One thing is necessary to be sure of the 
Lord’s daily presence in our lives. It is the keeping of 
His Word. Do you, believer, study the Word in order 
to know what He would have you do? When you study 
the Word, and faithfully apply it to your life you will 
know His presence and you can sing: 

Amazing grace! ‘tis heaven below, 
To feel the blood applied; 


And Jesus, only Jesus know, 
My Jesus crucified. 


Let us promise God that we shall do His will that 
we may know His presence. 


THE SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST (1) July 2 

Jude was a bondslave of the Lord. A master in Old 
Testament days could have many slaves. But the slave 
which brought most joy to the master’s heart was the 
bondslave. He was a slave not by obligation but by 
choice. Love alone drew him to his master (Ex. 21:5, 6). 
Believer, does our Lord rejoice in us? Does He know 
we really love Him? Can we sing from the depths of 
our hearts: 


O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it, 
Prone to leave the God | love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 


Let us pray that we shall be the bendslaves of Christ 
each hour of every day. 
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THE FATHER (1) July 3 

What a wonderful position is ours through Christ. The 
term “sanctified” comes from an old root word which 
means “to break off, to set apart.” Jude, in his greeting, 
is telling the believers that by divine grace they have 
been broken off from their past. They are now separated 
unto Jesus Christ “in the Father.” Their past being 
under the blood they are to regard themselves as people 
with a future (2 Cor. 5:17). As believers we may worry 
about our past. We like to be martyrs in a vain sort of 
way. But let us take it by faith, our past is under His 
blood. As saints we are “broken-off from the past ones.” 
Perhaps you have not taken God at His Word. It may 
be that you worship your rebellion instead of resting in 
your surrender to Him. You may need to pray: 

Take my will, and make it Thine, 
It shall be no ionger mine; 


Take my heart, it is Thine own; 
it shall be Thy royal throne. 


Let us pray that the Lord through His word will make 
known to us what it means to be sanctified in Him. 


PRESERVED IN JESUS CHRIST (1) July 4 

One of the great activities in a Pennsylvania Dutch 
home at the close of the summer season is the canning 
and preserving of foods and fruits against the winter 
months.. Vegetables, fruits, and jellies are made to keep 
against Thanksgiving, or Christmas, or New Year’s. 
Then will the products of field and orchard grace the 
festive board. “Preserved” is our word here. We are 
being kept against a festive day—the Day of presenta- 
tion when He will present us to the Father “with ex- 
ceeding joy” (Jude 24, 25). No one will pluck us out 
of His hand. He will keep us from spoiling (John 10: 
28-30). A wonderful Saviour is Jesus My Lord, 

He taketh my burden away, 


He holdeth me up, and | shall not be moved, 
He giveth me strength as my day. 


Let us praise Him for His keeping power as with expectancy 
we look forward to the day of our presentation. 


ETERNITY 


. AND CALLED (1) July 5 

Invitations are wonderful things especially if we are 
the objects of them. They can be perfectly horrid things 
if we are excluded from them. All of us at one time or 
another have been disappointed because we were not 
invited to something we wanted very much to attend. 
To think we were not wanted was a tragedy too dire to 
contemplate. No one is excluded from the greatest 
invitation from the Lord of Heaven; yet men reject it. 
How tragic it is that men despise the very thing they 
need—salvation. And still the invitation is open to all. 
In the expression “. . . and called,” we have the “sum- 
moned or invited ones.” How wonderful that we have 
heard the call and answered it. 


| heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast.”’ 

I came to Jesus as | was, 
Weary and worn and sad, 

| found in Him a resting-place, 
And He has made me glad. 


Let us thank God anew for His gracious invitation and 
for the holy spirit’s leading us in the acceptance of it. 


MERCY TO YOU (2) July 6 

Three elements make up Jude’s benediction; mercy, 
peace, and love. God deals with us in mercy because 
of His great love for us (Eph. 2:4). At the heart of the 
word “mercy” is the idea of making it possible for one 
to live from another. God has made it possible for us 
in our poverty to live from His riches. God saved us to 
be kind to us (Eph. 2:7). Jude tells us that his mercy 
is to multiply. The more we use, the more we have. 
There is no end to the gifts of God. 


Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take! 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 


Let us rejoice that our poverty can never exceed 
the riches of His mercy. 


AND PEACE (2) July 7 

The world is in a desperate state of affairs. It cannot 
find peace. I was amused some time ago while eating 
in a restaurant to hear the jukebox playing, “Goodnight, 
Irene, Goodnight!” As I listened to the words I noted 
that the only hope held out for the hero of the song 
was suicide in the nearby river. I was amused, for the 
name “Irene” is the Greek word for “peace.” What was 
being sung was actually “Goodnight, Peace!” This is 
the experience of the world. God has said that the 
sinner without Christ will be always restless (Isa. 57: 
20, 21). The heart which is not with God can never 
have peace. But we who have been justified have a 
peace with God which the world does not know (Rom. 
5:1). Moreover, we possess the peace of God which can 
keep us calm when all around us goes to pieces (Phil. 
4:6, 7). 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 


Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 


Let us with gratitude approach the throne of grace 
thanking our divine Lord for the peace of God 
which passeth understanding. 
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AND LOVE (2) © July 8 
One of the greatest desires which men have in all the 
world, if not the greatest, is the desire to be loved. To 
know that someone cares is life’s greatest inspiration. 
To be unloved, forgotten, unknown, is sorrow’s bitterest | 
dreg. Many are not loved in this. life. Man can be very. 
cruel to those whom he should love. It may be that 
some of you who read this meditation know the tragedy 
of being unloved. Take courage! Have you moved into 
the privileges of God’s love? As a believer have you 
really counted on the fact that God loves you? 
Jesus, Thy boundless love to me 
No thought can reach, no tongue declare; 
O knit my thankful heart to Thee, 
And reign without a rival there! 


Thine wholly, Thine alone, I’d live, 
Myself to Thee entirely give. 


Let us give thanks to our Heavenly Father for 
loving us while we were yet sinners. 


BE MULTIPLIED (2) July 9 

As we study the Word of God we are amazed to find 
that everything we have in Christ increases with the 
using. In the world the opposite is true. When we par- 
take of His love, while we rest in His peace, as we live 
from His mercy, we discover that the supply is always 
greater than our need. The old French proverb 
describes it well: “More today than yesterday, less today 
than tomorrow.” To appreciate this state of affairs in 
our daily experience we must... “grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(2 Pet. 3:18). In the measure that we become familiar 
with the Word of God we live in the conscious knowl- 
edge that His blessings are “being multiplied” to us. For 
His multiplied blessings are to be found in the promises 
of His Word, and the knowledge of the Word enables 
us to know the conditions upon which the promises are 
offered. 


List to His loving words, “Come unto Me,’ 

Weary, heavy-laden, there is sweet rest for thee; 
Trust in His promises, faithful and sure; 

Lean upon the Saviour, and thy soul is secure. 


Pray that you will be faithful in the study of God’s 
Word in order to know His multiplied blessings. 


WHEN I GAVE ALL DILIGENCE TO WRITE 
UNTO YOU (3) : July 10 
Jude was intensely interested that the believers of 
his day should enjoy their salavation to the full. He 
wrote to ‘them in the same spirit as did John, “And 
these things write we unto you, that your joy may be 
full” (1 John 1:4). The word “diligence” points out to 
us that Jude did not regard his ministry lightly. He 
ever had the welfare of the believer in his heart. With 
diligence he would remind the believers: 


Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation 
That God, in whom they live and move, is Love:: * 
Tell how He stooped to save His lost creation, 
And died on earth that man might live above. 
He comes again: O Zion, ere thou meet Him, 
Make known to every heart His saving grace; 
Let none whom He liath ransomed fail to greet Him, 
Through thy neglect, unfit to see His face. 


As we pray let us: promise God that we will be His 

missionaries today, seeking the lost; comforting 

the saved; looking forward to His coming. 
(Continued on page 40) 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


SCOTTISH WAY OF LIFE 
Pressure has been brought to bear 
upon Scottish church leaders to 
relax the laws in Scotland for the 
sake of tourists. The church leaders 
answered that too many questions 
would arise and that the slackening 
of licensing laws for the benefit of 
tourists alone would inevitably lead 
in time to a demand for greater 
facilities for everyone to have liquor 
on Sunday. The London Times says 
‘«Even in areas where one might be 
inclined to expect a certain degree 
of willingness to receive the con- 
cessions sought in behalf of tourists, 
the prevailing opinion is that the 
results of the slackening of Sunday 
observance in England and else- 
where point a warning as to what 
might be expected to happen in 
Scotland. For example in the Loth- 
ian mining community of New 
Craighall, it was stated that the 
miners felt that with six days in the 
week for entertainment, it was not 
asking too much that Sundays be 
preserved from encroachment, in 
order to preserve the distinctively 
Scottish atmosphere as being part of 
the way of life of the Scottish 


people.”’ 


THE ISRAELI SITUATION 

It should be noted that the Israeli 
experiment in government is going 
very badly, the pound once typed at 
$2.80 was evalued last to $1.40 for 
tourists and $1.00 for investors. It 
has now been evalued still further 
to a straight $1.00, but in the Swiss 
money market, Israeli pounds can be 
bought for 40c each. In spite of this, 
Israeli products have no chance in 
foreign markets. A ratio of imports 
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to exports has changed from seven 
to one to a disastrous nine to one. 
Factories have cut production to 
thirty per cent of capacity. One 
large plant for manufacturing elec- 
tric light bulbs has been dismantled 
and the equipment shipped back to 
Holland. The government has forced 
all citizens to lend ten per cent of 
their capital and bank deposits and 
has now imposed a new forced loan 
on property owners. Unemployment 
has risen to an estimated 40,000. 
The situation is tense. No one can 
predict the immediate future. 


EVANGELIZING THE CHINESE 

One of the most urgent missionary 
needs in the world is reaching with 
the Gospel the great number of 
Chinese who are outside of China. 
These overseas Chinese in Malaya, 
Siam, Indonesia, the Philippines, 
and Indo-China are in sufficient 
numbers to be used to serve com- 
munistic Chinese purposes. They 
might help in overthrowing the 
existing government of those coun- 
tries if that were vital to Chinese 
interests; they might assist any 
forceful expansion from China into 
southeast Asia. The weapon is 
there. Thus far it has not been. used, 
nor is there any evidence that it can 
be used. Indeed, it is probably more 
correct to say that the weapon is 
not yet forged. 

Organized support for the home 
country and its doctrines, which is 
as far as Peking’s policy has gone, 
has made little progress after the 
initial fanfare which greeted the 
new flag and has had setbacks since 
the trading classes in metropolitan 





China have been crushed by State 
regulation. It is the moment of all 
moments for a far-seeing expansion 
of mission work among the overseas 
Chinese. Every effort must be made 
to reach them. The several million 
overseas Chinese did not leave their 
mother country as a symptem of 
expansion but rather were immi- 
grants from poverty. Very many 
of them have become more than in- 
dependent, some of them have 
achieved great wealth, many are 
already Christians. 

The oldest work done among over- 
seas Chinese was that established 
by the Presbyterians in Bangkok, 
Siam. This work is still continuing 
and there are solid Chinese churches 
there. A minor aspect of the work 
of The Christian and Missionary 
Alliance in Indo-China has touched 
some of the overseas Chinese in that 
land. The Rev. Edwin Spahr saw 
the great need in Manila and left 
the Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism in order to estab- 
lish the Grace Christian High 
School. A wealthy Chinese Chris- 
tian of Manila furnished the build- 
ings for the school and there are 
now between 400 and 500 Chinese 
students in this missionary high 
school in Manila. 

The various Chinese churches 
among the overseas Chinese have 
become missionary-minded and have 
formed the Chinese Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of which Leland 
Wang is the president. This Society 
has been able to send some Chinese 
missionaries among Malays and In- 
donesians as well as among their own 
people. By far the most important 
work among overseas Chinese, how- 
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ever, is being done by the China 
Inland Mission. Forced out of China 
by the coming of the communists, 
the China Inland Mission has turned 
its vast potential towards the over- 
seas Chinese and while 100 of their 
missionaries are working today in 
Japan, Indonesia, and in northern 
Siam among the tribes, more than 
150 of their missionaries are et work 
among the overseas Chinese. In 
Malaya, the Philippines, and to a 
limited extent in Siam and Indo- 
nesia the C.I.M. is at work among 
these people. It is my opinion that 
the work among overseas Chinese 
is one of the more strategic open- 
ings in the world today. 


BELLS INTO GUNS 

The Church Times (London) re- 
ports that Christians in Hungary 
are resisting Government attempts 
to melt down their church bells for 
armaments. Government agents have 
recently been commissioned to regis- 
ter church bells throughout the 
country. There are rumors abroad 
that the Government intends to melt 
down the bells for machinery and 
arms for Russia. Some bells have 
already been taken down and sent 
away, but villagers in some prov- 
inces have used force to prevent the 
removal of bells. 


GLEAMS OF LIGHT 

The Archbishop of Canterbury in 
his Easter Day address in Canter- 
bury Cathedral said that it is pos- 
sible to measure how deep is the 
darkness brooding over us all by the 
fact that the few rushlights of hope 
that have come from the very little 
gestures of peace from Moscow have 
seemed to shine like suns. 

The Archbishop went on to say, 
‘“We pray that they may be fanned 
into a steady flame. But we fear 
the power of evil to extinguish 
them—that is proof of our slavery. 
We have learnt for so long not to 
trust to man’s powers of self-deliv- 
erance or will to reject evil. We 
know too bitterly how even when 
men are intending the good—and 
acting, as they think, to secure it— 
the devil intrudes to twist their good 
desires to worse confusions. We 
spend our transient days as slaves 
of evil, and end them in the bondage 
of death. The liberty which Christ 
has won for us means nothing unless 
it is a real liberation. It means 
nothing to us unless we realize the 
slavery from which he delivers us. 
It is much easier to be a slave than 
a free man. A slave is entirely 
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passive. The less he thinks, the hap- 
pier he is. He only has to do what 
he is told. The free man is open to 
every risk. He must think for him- 
self, he must choose, he must direct 
his actions. He must fight for his 
freedom. The price of liberty is 
eternal vigilance. And yet every 
true instinct in us would choose 
freedom, with all its perils and de- 
mands, against slavery. Or would 
we not? It is easy to hug our Fetters 
and put them on again, dodging all 
the spiritual conflict, doing what our 
natural instincts bid us to do, con- 
tent in our private lives and in pub- 
lic relations with the grey and tran- 
sient pretense of freedom which is 
allowed to slaves.’’ 


AFRICAN MARRIAGE REFORM 

In my New Year’s Resolution 
editorial I spoke of the fact that I 
was going to give credit to some of 
the ‘‘truly magnificent accomplish- 
ments for the Lord Jesus Christ’’ on 
the part of the great church coun- 
cils. One critic wrote me that I had 
only given one example. I am now 
able to present a very remarkable 
and wonderful example. The World 
Missionary Conference in 1938 
passed a resolution appealing to the 
British government to study social 
conditions in Africa. As a result of 
that pressure a commission was sent 
to Africa to study marriage and 
family life. The Oxford University 
Press has just published for the 
International Africa Institute A 
Survey of African Marriage and 
Family Life. The survey has been 
written by Arthur Phillips, Lucy 
Mair, and the Rev. Lyndon Harries. 

Lord Hailey, writing of this in the 
London Times says that the signifi- 
cance of the survey ‘‘extends far be- 
yond the range of the problems of 
the missionary society.’’ It covers 
a wide field of social study and, as 
1 shows, the matters with which it 

eals are of fundamental importance 
from the African standpoint. Pro- 
gressive Africans—they have now 
begun to share the European view 
of marriage as creating a purely 
personal relationship, but the ma- 
jority of the African population 
still look on it as a union between 
two kindred groups, establishing re- 
lations which extend beyond the 
individuals contracting the union 
and continue beyond their lifetime. 
The rights and obligations created 
constitute a primary chapter in the 
code regulating the conduct of clan 
and tribal life. Everything, there- 
fore, that touches the system is of 


Do you remind people of Christ? 


critical importance to the African, 
and the conflicting views of Eu- 
ropeans and Africans regarding its’ 
moral aspect have provided one of 
the frequent causes of the differences 
which have arisen between the two 
communities. ’’ 

The survey discusses at length 
the question’ of the ‘‘bride-price’’ 
and that of polygamy. The survey 
presents a discussion of polygamy 
as it exists, under the British, 
French, Belgians, and Portuguese. 
The French have made an indirect 
approach to the problem by estab- 
lishing a decree which makes the 
validity of a marriage depend on the 
full and free consent of the bride. 
Portuguese and Belgian administra- 
tions have gone farther. The basic 
law of the Congo requires the pro- 
gressive abandoning of polygamy 
and recent decrees make void any 
polygamous marriage concluded 
since 1950 and penalizes the resi- 
dence of polygamous persons in 
urban areas. 

Lord Hailey says ‘‘Meanwhile 
the missions have continued to in- 
sist on the principle of monogamy, 
though there is a bewildering di- 
versity of practice both in respect 
of the admission of polygamous per- 
sons to baptism, and the treatment 
of converts who lapse into polygamy. 
The practice in these respects varies 
from an extreme rigidity in some 
cases to a degree of toleration in 
others which must appear to Afri- 
cans to conflict with the claim that 
monogamy is an essential part of 
the Christian doctrine.’’ The Sur- 
vey should be of great interest to 
every missionary in Africa and gives 
an important testimony to the by- 
products of Christianity on a great 
continent that is, on the whole, far 
removed from Christianity. 


ROME NEVER CHANGES 

Two news stories, which broke a 
week apart, show a great contradic- 
tion in Roman Catholic teaching, 
and reveal something of their meth- 
ods. The stories concerned the 
well-known doctrine that there is no 
salvation outside of the Roman 
church. It cannot be denied his- 
torically that Extra ecclesiam nulla 
salus ‘‘No salvation outside the 
church,’’ has been one of the mot- 
toes of the Roman church. Mencken, 
in his New Dictionary of Quotations, 
under the word ‘‘salvation,’’ quotes 
this motto and dates it as existing 
from the fourth century. Leonard 
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BY DONALD F. ACKLAND 
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One World in Christ 
LESSON TEXT: Ephesians 2:8-10, 13-22 
Golden Text: “Now therefore ye are no 
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the house- 
hold of God” (Eph. 2:19). 

One of the great authorities on Paul, 
F. W. Farrar, has said: “The style of St. 
Paul may be compared to a great tide ever 
advancing irresistibly toward the destined 
shore, but broken and rippled over every 
wave of its broad expanse.” This is spe- 
cially true of the epistle to the Ephesians, 
among the greatest of the apostle’s writ- 
ings, and yet at the same time difficult to 
analyze. As to its main theme, Alford says: 
“The object of the epistle is to set forth 
the ground, the course, the aim and the end 
of the Church of the faithful in Christ.” 

Some of the most glorious affirmations 
concerning our Lord are contained in this 
epistle, together with a conception of the 
Church in its dignity and destiny which 
magnifies the privilege of the believer. The 
selected pupil material for today’s lesson 
is chiefly concerned with the composition 
of the Church, with special emphasis on its 
inclusiveness. Hence the teacher has op- 
portunity to indicate first our missionary 
obligation to all races and then the fellow- 
ship, exercised in independence of social 
and racial distinctions which exists among 
the redeemed. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Reverent scholarship has suggested that 
this epistle was perhaps a kind of circular 
letter written by Paul to the churches of 
Asia. One reason for this is that two of 
the most ancient manuscripts omit the 
reference to Ephesus. Certainly the con- 
tents of the letter do not have the same 
local application as those to the Galatians, 
Corinthians, and Philippians. Paul does not 
seem to have had any immediate circum- 
stance in mind when he penned this great 
epistle; and being free from restraint he 
has therefore given us an outpouring of his 
own glorious faith in Christ and the 
Church which bears His name. 

Chapter 2, from which our lesson ma- 
terial is taken, demonstrates the marvel of 
God’s grace in the composition of the 
Church. The final verses of the previous 
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chapter exalt the crucified Lord whom God 
has set “at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places.” This glorified Christ, 
Paul says, has been given by God “to be 
the head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of Him that 
filleth all in all” (1:22-23). We may have 
difficulty in giving values to all these glow- 
ing words; but the meaning cannot be 
missed. This majestic Jesus, the apostle is 
saying, raised by God to the pinnacle of 
splendor and power, is the same Jesus who 
is Head of the Church which is in relation 
to Him as a body, filled with His fullness. 

Who could hope to belong to such a 
Church? Paul has the answer. “You,” he 
writes with deliberate emphasis, “who were 
dead in trespasses and sins.” The handicap 
of sin has been overcome and the most un- 
likely have been included within the circle 
of the redeemed. The apostle does not gloss 
over the depth of their disqualification 
from divine favor. He vividly describes 
their unregenerate state when they “walked 
according to the course of this world,” 
were “children of disobedience,” and “by 
nature the children of wrath, even as 
others.” But all this had been dealt with 
for these and for Paul himself. Note how 
he includes himself as he says: “When we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ, (by grace are ye saved) 
and hath raised us up together and made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus” (vv.5-6). 


“Amazing Grace” 

Verses 8-10 emphasize the fact that sal- 
vation is of grace. Statement is added to 
statement to leave no doubt on this. 
“Through faith . .. not of yourselves .. . 
the gift of God .. . not of works ... we 
are his workmanship.” As really as the 
material world was the unaided creation of 
God so is His new creation, the Church. 
If we are builded into it, that is His doing. 
There is no room for pride or self-con- 
gratulation but only for humble, joyous 
praise in contemplation of His saving 
grace. 

Not only has God’s redemptive plan 
overcome the handicap of sin but it has 
also broken down the barrier of race. This 
is the message of verses 11-22. The Gentiles 
to whom Paul wrote suffered the natural 
disadvantage of being “aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and the strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world” (12). 
To the Jews alone had been revealed the 
truth of God, and the Jews had no inclina- 
tion to share that knowledge with its at- 
tendant privileges. But God Himself had 


taken action and in Christ had “broken 
down the middle wall of partition.” It was 
not only: that Jews and Gentiles were 
separated by race; there was also the ob- 
stacle of the law, given by God to distin- 
guish His earthly people. This law, how- 
ever, had been fulfilled in Christ and there- 
fore abolished. It was no longer a divisive 
force in God’s sight. Jew and Gentile were 
on common ground and had equal access to 
the privileges of salvation and membership 
of the Church. 

It has been said that the great theme of 
Ephesians is unity. This is so. But it is 
necessary to emphasize that it is unity in 
Christ which Paul proclaims. There is no 
sentimental doctrine of the “universal 
fatherhood of God and brotherhood of 
man” in his thinking. For that reason he 
indicates the disunity of sin before he 
writes of the unity ef believers in Christ. 
Out of Christ, men are divided; in Christ 
alone is fellowship possible and the pros- 
pect of “one world” becomes a reality. 


LESSON PLAN 

1. Things that Divide 
a. Man from man 
b. Man from God 

2. Efforts after Unity 
a. International 
b. Religious 

3. Oneness in Christ 
a. Ghristian brotherhood 
b. Our Heavenly Father 


1. A great slogan for today is Unity. It 
becomes the more insistent as the fact of 
disunity becomes increasingly glaring. The 
world scene appears more and more threat- 
ening as international relationships deteri- 
orate. The industrial world is constantly 
disrupted, with consequent lack of produc- 
tion, by labor differences. On the political 
level, legitimate variations of opinion de- 
generate into bitter animosities and co- 
operation in the public weal becomes well 
nigh impossible. Even the home is invaded 
by the spirit of misunderstanding and what 
should be a unit disintegrates with serious 
social, moral, and spiritual consequences. 
Racial, economic, ideological, political, and 
temperamental differences split mankind 
into competitive elements, contending 
parties, and warring groups. 

Many people are concerned for these 
things. There is less concern over the con- 
troversy between mankind and God. The 
fact of broken relationships in this im- 
portant area is obvious: it can be seen in 
the indifference of the majority toward 
God’s claims and their flagrant transgres- 
sion of His commandments. But what has 
caused this cleavage? “Your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God” (Isa. 
59:2) is the answer. Sin has come between 
the Creator and the created. This Eden’s 
story eloquently declares. 

2. Down the centuries men have striven 
for international understanding and unity. 
The League of Nations and the United 
Nations in our time are expressions of this 
endeavor. The first failed and dissolved; 
the second functions, and has certain suc- 
cesses, but cannot stop war or create har- 
mony between contending peoples. For its 
accomplishments we are grateful, but its 
inability to realize its major ambitions is 
tragically evident. 

In the field of religion unity is a watch- 
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word. Some would attempt to bring to- 
gether: all ‘religions in indiscriminate fel- 
lowship. This, they claim, would heal the 
hurt of the world. Christendom has its own 
program for religious co-operation and 
combination, to be achieved, if necessary, 
by the sacrifice of principles. One Church 
in one’ organization is the ideal which 
beckons many with promises of Utopia to 


3. The Bible holds out hope of peace and 
prosperity based on unity, but it is not 
unity after the sort that man devises. The 
Bible recognizes that sin is the great di- 
vider, between man and man and between 
man and God. Therefore the common 
ground it offers is blood-stained; it is the 
ground beneath the cross. There, united in 
their faith in Christ as Saviour, men of all 
races, social levels, political parties, and 
individual temperaments find a bond of 
brotherhood. This is the only brotherhood 
of man that works. 

Faith in Christ as Saviour restores men 
to a forfeited relationship. They become 
children of God. As members of Christ’s 
Church they enjoy an earthly fellowship 
with all believers and the assurance that 
God is their Father. This is more than 
unity ; it is union. It goes beyond the wild- 
est dreams of men. It furnishes the only 
basis for universal good will and peace. 
JULY 26, 1953 


Growing in Christ 
LESSON TEXT: Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-16 
Golden Text: “Speaking the truth in love, 
(we) may grow up into Him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ” (Eph. 
4:15). 

The construction which is characteristic 
of most of Paul’s letters is clearly recog- 
nized in his epistle to the Ephesians, 
namely, that the ethical and practical fol- 
lows the doctrinal. In chapters 1-3 the 
apostle presents great teaching on Christ 
and His Church. From the opening of 
chapter 4 he applies doctrine to life—a 
necessary reminder that belief if sincerely 
held must express itself in behavior. 

Paul’s emphasis on the Church is con- 
tinued in this fourth chapter. He writes of 
the harmony of the Church achieved 
through a realized unity and expressed in 
God-given diversity. But he indicates that 
these characteristics are made possible 
through the individuals who compose the 
Church. It is through their consecration of 
life, exemplary relationship, and devoted 
service that the purposes of the Lord have 
fulfillment. Therefore this lesson gives op- 
portunity for indicating individual respon- 
sibility in the life and work of the Church 
and for sounding a challenge to dedicate 
personal skills and talents to the highest 
purposes. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

We note the tenderness and strength of 
the apostle’s appeal to his Ephesian friends 
to “walk worthy.” As the Lord’s prisoner 
he exhorts them, a reminder of the price 
that he’ was paying for loyalty to his be- 
liefs (4:1). Yet a higher ground of appeal 
is contained in the phrase “the vocation 
wherewith ye are called.” In consideration 
of the privilege of salvation and of God’s 


exalted purpose for the redeemed, Paul 


calls for consecrated living. 
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Because of the primary emphasis of this 
epistle, the apostle begins with Christian 
behavior in relation to the fellowship of 
God’s people. Humility, unselfishness, pa- 
tience, and forbearance are indicated as 
necessary qualities (v.2), for by these 
harmony is realized and peace is secured. 
Christians should strive in the molding of 
their own behavior for good relationships 
with others, ever bearing in mind the es- 
sential oneness of the Church as indicated 
by the figure of Christ’s body. Paul, of 
course, is speaking in terms of God’s ideal 
when he describes Christians as possessing 
one Holy Spirit, sharing one glorious hope, 
which is derived from one Lord, ex- 
pressed in one faith, typified in one baptism. 
and centered in “one God and Father of 
us all.” 

These are exalted conceptions; yet, as 
Paul immediately indicates, they are to be 
realized through the adequate functioning 
of individual Christians. God in Christ has 
given to each of His redeemed children 
personal skills and talents which are to be 
exercised in due appreciation of the re- 
sponsibility and _ privilege _—_ involved. 
Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
teachers—all are equally equipped by God 
and under obligation faithfully to serve 
God. As every member of the Church ful- 


fills iis part, in the spirit already indicated 
in the opening verses of this chapter, two 
things will be realized: harmony and 
growth, the first leading to unity and the 

second to maturity (13). 


The Importance of Growth 

The New Testament’s recurring insis- 
tence on the importance of spiritual growth 
stands in sharp contrast with the conspic- 
uous immaturity of so many professing 
believers today. “Full-grown men _ in 
Christ,” is Weymouth’s significant phrase 
(13); and it is through the attainment of 
this spiritual stature that we achieve 
stability of belief, so that we are no longer 
subject to “every wind of doctrine.” The 
subtlety of error is recognized, but the 
strength of mind which results from 
growth in Christ is fully equal to Satan’s 
deceptions. Alas, of course, the reverse is 
true. The spiritually undeveloped person is 
an easy victim to every false teaching and 
foolish fad. 

Paul’s argument seems to move in a 
circle. True Christian unity, he claims, will 
express itself in the unselfish service of 
the individual worker within the Church. 
Through this service spiritual maturity will 
be achieved, which will mean the frustra- 
tion of error, the development of convic- 
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tion, a deeper union with Christ, and so 
“the whole body,” the Church, will function 
as God purposes, through harmonious re- 
lationship, “so as to build itself up in a 
spirit of love” (Weymouth). In other 
words, your faithfulness and mine in the 
service of the Lord will set in motion 
mighty spiritual influences which will bring 
personal blessing and also contribute to the 
welfare of every Christian and hasten for- 
ward the ultimate design of the Lord as 
regards His Church. 

It must not be overlooked that this fourth 
chapter concludes with exhortations to 
Christian conduct which shall furnish a 
contrast with the believer’s past and with 
the prevailing spirit of the world. This 
great theme of Paul’s has the most prac- 
tical applications. We are to “put off .. . 
the old man” and “put on the new” (22- 
24). Lying, anger, theft, profane speech— 
these are to be forsaken, for by such things 
the Holy Spirit is grieved. In their place 
must be conduct befitting those who are 
“followers of God, as dear children” (5:1). 


LESSON PLAN 
1. Importance of Growth 
a. A law of life 


b. Spiritual pygmies 
2. Provisions for Growth 
a. Regular food 
b. Adequate exercise 
3. Evidence of oe 
a. _ tes, foot 
b. Stability of Sehes 
c. Effectiveness of service 


1. Many important lessons may be 
learned from today’s passages, but accord- 
ing to the lesson title we are to emphasize 
the principle of spiritual growth. The 
mother whose baby does not gain weight 
and give indication of mental development 
is. avery worried person. And rightly so, 
for growth is a law of life. 

Among professing Christians, however, 
retarded development is of frequent oc- 
curence. Pastors grieve over the worldli- 
ness of their members and their unwilling- 
ness to assume responsibility in Christian 
service. These are symptoms of stunted 
growth, which are also occasions for dis- 
unity in church fellowship. Paul argued 
that growth would make for harmony 
among believers, and experience of the con- 
trary confirms his wisdom. Spiritual pyg- 
mies in the churches are a liability from 
every angle. 

2. God has made necessary provision for 
spiritual development. It is interesting to 
check how often the Scriptures are com- 
pared with food—bread, wheat, wine, milk, 
honey, meat are some of the analogies 
made. An all round, balanced diet is avail- 
able for the believer’s nourishment in the 
Bible. Neglect it, and the soul will be 
starved; partake of it regularly and there 
will be noticeable progress toward spiritual 
maturity. 

But with food there must go exercise, 
otherwise flabbiness results. So the Chris- 
tian who takes in must also give out; and 
abundant opportunity is offered for service 
in the organization of the Church. Paul 
indicated that divine wisdom assigned dif- 
ferent abilities to different people; but that 
every believer has some task to discharge 
to which God has matched talents and 
skills. As we engage in the service God 





appoints we exercise ourselves to our own 
advantage, to the blessing of others, and 
to the glory of God. 

3. Physical growth is easily discerned 
and measured. Spiritual growth may equal- 
ly easily be recognized and appraised. 
The developing Christian may be identified 
by his conduct. A check chart is furnished 
in Ephesians 4:17-32. Let every Christian 
ask: How do I make out in the light of 
the apostle’s standards for worthy be- 
havior ? 

The mature believer attains stability of 
conviction which can withstand the on- 
slaught of error. It is children, says Paul, 
who are blown hither and thither by every 
new-fangled theoty they hear. The Chris- 
tian who has fed upon the Word of God 
and flexed his muscles in the service of the 
kingdom recognizes the Devil’s lies and 
resists his agents. 

Growth makes service possible and effec- 
tive. A boy cannot do a man’s job, neither 
can an uninstructed, undeveloped Christian 
pull his weight in the program of Christ’s 
Church. Therefore we must use the means 
for growth, guard against everything 
which hinders spiritual development, and 
apply our redeemed and Spirit-filled lives 
to the business of our Master. 


AUGUST 2, 1953 

The Christian Home 
LESSON TEXT: Colossians 3:12-4:1 
Golden Text: “Whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men” (Col. 3:23). 

The Golden Text for Juniors for this 
Sunday is: “Children, obey your parents 
in the Lord; for this is right. Honour thy 
father and mother” (Eph. 6:1-2). At first 
thought this may seem more suitable for 
the subject of the day. But the text printed 
above (Col. 3:23) declares a principle 
which is exceedingly relevant to our lesson, 
namely, the Christian obligation to view 
every relationship and activity in the light 
of God’s requirements. Our standards of 
behavior are not to conform to human 
estimates but to the expectations of God 
Himself. We are not to take other men 
as patterns for our conduct or to make 
their approval the test of worthiness. 

Low moral standards in and out of mar- 
riage are often excused on the ground of 
prevailing opinion. “People don’t think 
that way today” is the frequent answer 
given to those who seek to uphold decency 
against loose ways of life. It is tremend- 
ously important to be reminded that there 
are certain unchanging standards: God’s 
standards, clearly stated in His Word and 
mandatory for those who seek to do His 
will. Home happiness depends upon con- 
formity to the principles of Christian mar- 
riage and family relationship. As we study 
these we shall also seek grace to exemplify 
them in our own households. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

We have before remarked upon the prog- 
ress of Paul’s epistles from teaching to 
exhortation. This pattern is found in his 
letter to the church at Colosse, a city he 
never visited (2:1), but from which he re- 
ceived a messenger, Epaphras, during his 
imprisonment in Rome. The report of Epa- 
phras evidently contained reference to cer- 
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tain insidious heresies among the Colos- 
sian believers which Paul thought it well 
to correct. Hence his letter. 

It is not so easy to find the exact point 
in Colossians at which Paul embarks upon 
the application of his doctrine, but at the 
beginning of chapter 3 it is plain that he 
is relating what has already been said to 
the principles of Christian living. It is con- 
sidered likely that the epistle to the 
Ephesians was intended ffor several 
churches including Colosse, and therefore 
Paul did not consider it necessary to 
elaborate some of his points since they had 
already been covered. For this reason 
teachers are invited to study Ephesians 
5:15-33, 6:1-9 with the selected passage 
from Colossians. 

At Colossians 3:12 the apostle begins a 
section on Christian duty in the area of 
social relationships. Because they were 
“risen with Christ” and were also “the elect 
of God,” these believers were exhorted to 
“put off” (v.8) and “put on” (v.12), re- 
minding us of Ephesians 4:22 and 24. Both 
exhortations are equally important. Some 
seek to “put off” habits of life which they 
consider unworthy of a Christian profes- 
sion but fail to “put on” practical virtues 
such as “mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering” and so on. 
The result is a negative testimony which 
brings no inward joy and carries no out- 
ward testimony. 


Family Relationships 


It is evident that we are required to give 
more detailed attention to verses 18-21 
which treat of family relationships. The 
injunction to wives, “Submit yourselves 
unto your husbands,” is rendered, “Be 
loyal,” by H. C. G. Moule with the com- 
ment that this expresses a submission 
“which is absolutely different from service, 
and is yet the recognition of a God-ap- 
pointed leadership” (Coloss‘an and Phile- 
mon Studies. Eternity Book Service 
$3.00). The exalted argument of Ephesians 
5:23 is needed here where the headship of 
Christ over the Church is used to illustrate 
the sacred relationship of husband and 
wife. 

That no arbitrary control of the husband 
over the wife is intended is made clear by 
the next verse: “Husbands, love your 
wives, and be not bitter against them” (19). 
Where love reigns there will be willing 
submission in perfect harmony of inten- 
tion. Again the Ephesian epistle (5:25) 
lifts the subject to glorious heights, for 
their husbands are enjoined to love their 
wives “as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave Himself for it.” 

The next word is to the children (not to 
be restricted to young children) whom 
Paul requires, in God’s name, to “obey 
your parents in all things.” He adds: “For 
this is well pleasing unto the Lord,” which 
of course is true, since God promises 
blessing to those who honor their parents 
(Exod. 20:12); but the more accurate 
rendering is: “For this is well pleasing in 
the Lord,” a reminder that our behavior 
toward our kinfolk should be consistent 
with out relationship with God in Christ. 

Moule renders verse 21: “Parents, do not 
irritate your children, that they may not 
be out of heart.” So mothers and fathers 
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A master preacher and teacher 
of preachers here uses selected 
case studies to show how a sound 
and forceful expository style can 
be originated, developed, and 
maintained. He also provides an 
abundance of sermonic sugges- 
tions, adaptable outlines, and 
many helpful illustrations. 


For ministers and ministerial 
students—a thorough and prac- 
tical guidebook whose use will 
reward both pastor and people. 
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alike are challenged with their responsi- 
bility. Family relationships are a mutual 
concern, respect producing obedience, and 
love begetting love. 


LESSON PLAN 
1. Husband and Wife 
a. Headship recognized 
b. Love the key 
2. Parent and Child 
a. Obedience enjoined 
b. Reasonableness expected 
3. Home and God 
a. Standards established 
b. Happiness assured 


What are the rules for home happiness? 
In the face of multiplied domestic tragedies 
the question is obviously important. Does 
the increase in divorce indicate the failure 
of the institution of marriage? Or are 
people missing their way through disregard 
of the conditions for family harmony? The 
Bible offers a guide for successful home 
life which is briefly summarized in Colos- 
sians 3:12-21 and more fully elaborated 
in Ephesians 5 :22-6:4. 

1. No institution can survive without 
leadership. Democracy which repudiates 
autocracy, also produces great leaders. The 
home must have a head. and the teaching 
of Scripture is that “the husband is the 
head of the wife” (Eph. 5:23). This every 
true wife is called upon to recognize. 

As for husbands, they are required to 
exercise their responsib‘litv in the family in 
love. This excludes all harsh domineering. 
They are to establish their right of leader- 
ship by attitudes which will command re- 
spect and affection. The bride who promises 
to “love, honor, and obey” should find the 
last two pledges made easy because of the 
mutual love which binds her to her husband. 

2. Obedience to parents has an old-fash- 
ioned ring about it today. Yet nothing is 
more beautiful than a home in which chil- 
dren show respect for their parents. Chris- 
tian young people must recoenize that. 
whatever the spirit of the world, God sets 
high store upon filial obedience. He con- 
sidered a good family relationship so im- 
portant for His chosen neople that He gave 
one commandment out of ten to this sub- 
ject, described by Pau! as “the first com- 
mandment with promise” (Enh. 6:2). 

But again. obedience on the nart of chil- 
dren is linked in the inspired Word with a 
reminder of parental obligation. It is 
greatly to be feared that much juvenile 
disrespect for fathers and mothers is to be 
accounted for bv narental unworthiness. 
When a right spirit is fostered in a home. 
the husband’s position of leadership will 
present no problems, and the obedience 
due from children toward parents will be 
spontaneously expressed. 

3. Whence comes this right snirit? It 
comes from the family’s relationship 
toward God. These rules for successful 
home life are imrossible of fulfillment 
apart from a Christian faith. Th's Paul 
makes verv clear in Enhesians where he ele- 
vates family relat‘onships by comparisons 
between Christ and the Church. Marriage 
and family responsibilities are not to be 
est'mated by earthly standards but bv 
divine examples: and ther cannot be 
properly discharged unless the lives of all 
concerned are linked by faith with God in 
Christ. 


The secret of a happy home is Christ. 
It should have its beginning in the house 
of God where vows of lifelong love and 
loyalty are pledged by a man and woman 
who have already accepted Jesus as 
Saviour. It will have its realization as 
Christ is acknowledged as the supreme 
head of the house, as His love is reflected 
in the relationships of the home, and as He 
is honored in family worship where the 
Bible is read and prayer offered in His 
name. Is this a picture of your home? 


AUGUST 9, 1953 : 
The Christian’s War 


LESSON TEXT: 

Ephesians 6:10-20; Romans 14:19-21 
Golden Text: “It is good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything 
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is 
offended, or is made weak” (Rom. 14:21). 

The apostle Paul was familiar with 
military life. In Tarsus, where he was born, 
Roman soldiers and officers would be an 
everyday sight, for Tarsus was a colony of 
Rome. In Jerusalem, where he studied as 
a young man, the military garrison would 
constantly be seen mingling with the crowds 
on feasts and holy days. After his con- 
version, as he journeyed around the Roman 
Empire, Paul would often have parties of 
soldiers as his traveling companions. And, 
toward the close of his life, long imprison- 
ment brought him into intimate contact 
with Caesar’s legions; in fact, his days and 
nights were spent under their watchful 
eyes. 

It was inevitable that Paul should turn 
this kriowledge of military matters to spir- 
itual account. He recognized many analogies 
between the soldier and the Christian; and 
again and again in his epistles, perhaps with 
a uniformed guard standing by as he wrote, 
the apostle used soldiering terms to give 
point to what he was writing. Perhaps the 
most extended of all these references is 
Ephesians 6:10-20, his great passage on 
“the whole armour of God.” In teaching. 
we might use these verses in a variety of 
ways; but it is evident from the other 
Scripture selected that our main emphasis 
is to be on the disciplines of the Christian 
life. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Ephesians 6:10-20 constitutes the perora- 
tion to one of the greatest of all Paul’s 
writings. In it he refers to the Christian’s 
warfare and describes the equipment which 
God provides for those who engage in His 
battles. Doubtless Paul had often watched 
a Roman soldier putting on his armor, and 
the various pieces suggested to his keen 
mind certain spiritual provisicns which 
God makes for the warring Christian. First 
of all the apostle made very plain that he 
was referring to a spiritual conflict, and, 
like a true strategist, he did not under- 
estimate the power and cunning of the 
enemy. The foe which he described in 
v.12 is a terrible adversary ; but “the whole 
armour of God” was adequate in his think- 
ing to bring victory to the champion of 
righteousness (v.13). 

Considering the various items of this 
divine accoutrement, Paul began with “the 
girdle (or belt) of truth.” He was thinking 
of the basic harness which the Roman 
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soldier put on to form a foundation for the 
rest of his protective clothing. So the 
Christian must have a true, or sincere, ex- 
perience of Christ in salvation as an abso- 
lute necessity for victory against sin and 
Satan. 

Next in order came “the breastplate of 
righteousness,” an echo of the Old Testa- 
ment word that “righteousness keepeth 
him that is upright in the way: but wicked- 
ness overthroweth the sinner” (Prov. 13: 
6). The Christian warrior must identify 
himself with uprightness of life, choosing 
good and renouncing evil. We _ can 
expect no major victories in the battle of 
life so long as we make minor surrenders 
to the enemy. 


Protection for the Christian 

Not so easy to identify is the equipment 
referred to in the phrase: “Feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace.” 
Does it mean the believer’s testimony? If 
so, we get away from the idea of war and 
soldiering. A soldier’s feet are tremen- 
dously important—or were, when an army 
moved on its feet. The good soldier must 
have comfortable feet, or peaceful feet, to 
retain Paul’s word. So the idea here may 
be that peace of heart and mind which 
comes as the result of accepting the Gos- 
pel. 
“The shield of faith” is unquestionably 
the Christian’s triumphant confidence in his 
Saviour and Commander. The word used 
suggests a large shield capable of giving 
protection to every vulnerable point. Faith 
is an all-inclusive shield, and when we go 
into combat shouting, “I believe!” victory 
is assured. 

Paul added “the helmet of salvation” as 
next item on his list. Whose salvation? 
Christ’s, of course. Wrote R. W. Dale: 
“Our thoughts are to extend over the whole 
range of the blessings which God has con- 
ferred upon us in Christ’s incarnation, 
death, resurrection, and ascension into 
heaven . . . If we have a vivid apprehen- 
sion of the greatness of the Christian re- 
demption, and if our hope of achieving a 
glorious future is rooted in our conscious- 
ness of the infinite power and grace of 
God, we shall be safe.” 

One offensive weapon (Is it not de- 
fensive as well?) is placed in the Chris- 
tian’s hand, and that is “the sword of th: 
Spirit,” immediately identified by Paul as 
“the word of God.” 

Yet there is one thing beside that’ Pau‘ 
must mention, something which had no 
counterpart in the outfit of the Roman 
legionary. That is prayer—the Christian 
soldier’s privilege of immediate access into 
the presence of the Captain of his salva- 
tion, a source of unfailing comfort, in- 
spiration, and strength. 

The passage in Romans 14:19-21 doe: 
not continue the analogy of soldiering but 
does refer to a necessary factor in the suc- 
cessful soldier, namely, discipline. The 
chapter deals with a controversy as to what 
was and what was not permissible for a 
Christian. Paul did not take sides in th- 
issue, but he did state a great principle 
based upon mutual love. The true Chris- 
tian, he suggested, would regulate his be- 
havior in the light of its effect on others. 
Though a thing might seem permissibl> 
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to him, if it was a-stumbling-block to some 
other brother, then he would abstain. 


LESSON PLAN 

1. The Christian’s Adversaries 
a. Within his heart 
b. In the world around 

2. The Christian’s Armor 
a. Its necessity 
b. Its sufficiency 

3. The Christian’s Abstinence 
a. “That he may please Him” 
b. That he may help others 

1. One of the startling sayings of Jesus 
was this: “I came not to send peace, but 
a sword” (Mt. 10:34). As His public min- 
istry began with an encounter with Satan 
(Mt. 4:1), so His followers find that to 
confess Him involves them in ceaseless 
combat with evil forces. For this reason 
the Christian life is frequently presented 
in the New Testament as a warfare. Who 
are the Christian’s foes? The first he finds 
within him—that same Satanic adversary 
who sought to undermine the integrity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself. Relentlessly 
the Devil endeavors to wound the Chris- 
tian by subtle suggestion, cunning decep- 
tion, and overt temptation. There is con- 
stant warfare to be fought in the believer’s 
own heart and life. 

But the true follower of the Lord Jesus 
also finds himself at grips with evils in the 
world around. He realizes that he cannot be 
faithful to his convictions without offer- 
ing resistance to the deeply-rooted iniquities 
in public and social life. Scandals such as 
liquor traffic, drug peddling, obscene pub- 
lications, political graft, race prejudice 
demand that he stand up and be counted 
for righteousness and truth. 

2. In short, the Christian is a soldier, and 
therefore he needs equipment for active 
service. So Bunyan’s Pilgrim was taken 
into the armory of the Palace Beautiful 
where he was “harnessed . . . from head 
to foot ... lest perhaps he should meet 
with assaults in the way.” The armor he 
wore corresponded to the list given by 
Paul in Ephesians 6 which he exhorted 
believers to “put on . .. that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” 
Our weakness against so strong a foe is 
easily and disastrously learned. We need 
and must have protection. 

So God has provided all that the soldier 
needs in a spiritual armor complete in 
every detail. First in importance is that 
“belt of truth”’—fit symbol of a true ex- 
perience of grace in forgiveness and re- 
generation. That we must have; and to 
that initial harness of the soul may be 
added those other pieces which Paul enu- 
merates—breastplate, shoes, shield, helmet. 
and sword. Check them for yourself, you 
need them every one. 

3. In 2 Timothy 2:4 Paul wrote thus to 
a young warrior: “No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of this 
life; that he may please him who hath 
chosen him to be a soldier.” There must be 
renunciation of everything that handicaps 
complete loyalty and devotion. Great mili- 
tary leaders have inspired their men to 
acts of almost unbelievable self-denial and 
sacrifice. Christ, too, asks the utmost from 
His followers. 

But the good soldier has a duty to his 
fellows as well as to his superior. So Paul 


asked of Christian men and women that 
they should be willing to discipline them- 
selves for example’s sake. Many a young 
soldier has committed sins he would never 
have contemplated had he not seen his com- 
rades indulge in them. And many another 
boy has found strength to resist tempta- 
tion because his buddy in arms had learned 
to say no. The way we live sets a pattern 
for others. May God help us to say: “Be 
ye followers of me, even as I also am of 
Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). 


AUGUST 16, 1953 

Christ Above All 
LESSON TEXT: Colossians 1:3-6, 9-20 
Golden Text: “He is before all things, and 
by Him all things consist” (Col. 1:17). 

In our lesson notes for August 2 brief 
reference has been made to the heresy in 
the church at Colosse which occasioned 
Paul’s epistle to that church. The precise 
character of this false teaching cannot b> 
argued here for reasons of space; it is 
enough to quote H. C. G. Moule in defining 
it as “a doctrine of God, and of salvation, 
which cast a cloud over the glory of Jesus 
Christ.” The apostle’s answer to this was 
a restatement of his own faith in the Lord 
Jesus. Lightfoot says of this epistle: “The 
doctrine of the Person of Christ is here 
stated with greater precision and fullness 
than in any other of Paul’s epistles.” 

The acid test of a man’s faith is: “What 
think ye of Christ?” Still the battle of be- 
lief rages around His sacred Person. Many 
of the religious systems of our day, while 
claiming the name of Christian, come short 
of New Testament standards because of 
their inadequate conception of the divine 
Son or because of doctrines and practices 
which undermine the supremacy of His 
Person and the sufficiency of His redemp- 
tion. This lesson, therefore, is doubly wel- 
come as it furnishes opportunity to con- 
sider New Testament teaching about our 
Lord and Saviour and invites the reaffirm- 
ation of our faith in Him and His salva- 
tion. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

The teachers’ material includes the entire 
first chapter of Colossians continuing to 
2:7, so that the closing words of the pas- 
sage are: “As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him; 
rooted and built up in Him, and established 
in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving.” 

Here the purpose of the epistle is re- 
vealed. The Colossian Christians had re- 
ceived a full and unadulterated Gospel. But 
they had been exposed to teaching which 
was contrary to sound doctrine, specially 
with regard to the Person of Christ. Hence, 
Paul recalled them to their first faith, not 
only as to mental assent but also as to com- 
mitment of life. Note his use of the full- 
orbed title “Christ Jesus the Lord,” His 
Messianic office, His redemptive work, and 
His absolute supremacy being declared in 
this triple name. 

Paul could employ the diplomacy of 
courtesy with great effect. See how 
graciously he addressed these Colossians, 
who were known to him only by repuate, 
the apostle not having had the privilege of 
visiting their city (2:1). Apparently the 
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. initial work of evangelism in Colosse had 


been done by Epaphras (v.7), who also 
became the messenger to Paul of the doc- 
trinal defection of that church. But, in his 
opening passages, Paul only dwelt upon the 
commendable features which Epaphras 
had reported to him—their saving faith in 
the Saviour, their generosity toward other 
believers, their fruit-bearing in self-deny- 
ing service (vv. 3-6). 

At verse 9 the apostle began to touch 
upon the motive of his writing. The good 
he had heard about the Colossian church, 
he said, caused him to pray the more 
earnestly for their growth in spiritual dis- 
cernment and knowledge, a growth which 
would have its result in greater worthiness 
of life. There is no question raised con- 
cerning the religious zeal of these be- 
lievers ; the apostle’s longing was that their 
spiritual experience might spring from 
a true Christology and not from a spur- 
ious sentiment. 


The Supremacy of Christ 

So his letter led up to one of the greatest 
of all his statements on the Saviour (13- 
20). Without exploring the intricacies of 
the erroneous teaching which had pene- 
trated the Colossian church it can be said 
that it contemplated Jesus as one among 
many intermediaries between God and men. 
The whole spiritual realm was envisaged 
in stages and an ascending hierarchy of 
unseen powers was supposed to link earth 
with Heaven. Paul did not attempt any 
categorical repudiation of this gnostic 
philosophy at this time. He did demolish 
it, however, by asserting in unequivocal 
terms the absolute lordship of Christ. In 
earth, in Heaven, and in the Church Jesus 
Christ is supreme. 

Since some modern heresies use the 
statement “firstborn of every creature” 
(v.15) to support their claim that Jesus 
was a created being and not essentially di- 
vine, it is important to recognize that the 
implication of these words is that He 
existed before creation, a preferable ren- 
dering being, “firstborn over all creation.” 
In any case, the continuing text makes 
plain that the apostle’s demand is for the 
eternal deity, expressed in Person and in 
Power, of the Lord. Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
who are among these who deny the eternal 
lordship of Christ, and who frequently 
quote the American Standard Version to 
support their distortions, would do well to 
note that this same version renders verse 
16: “For in Him were all things created.” 
Christ was not only the agent of creation 
but the comprehensive power both of in- 
tention and execution, so that Paul says: 
“He is before all things, and by Him all 
things consist” (v.17). 

What we must not miss in our attempted 
consideration of these exalted affirmations 
is that it is this Jesus, the Jesus of the 
eternal glory, the Jesus of creative power, 
the Jesus who holds the universe together, 
who became the Victim of the cross. He 
alone fills the gulf which separates earth 
from Heaven and men from God. And the 
effect of His sacrifice is the reconciliation 
of men and God—“you . . . sometimes 
alienated and enemies . . . hath He recon- 
ciled” (v.21). This is the greatest marvel 
of all. 
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LESSON PLAN 
1. The Test of Faith 
a. Rejected by His enemies 
b. Acclaimed by His friends 
2. The Testimony of Faith 
a. The Gospel vs. heathenism 
b. Christ’s preeminence 
3. The Triumph of Faith 
a. A basis of belief 
b. Creed expressed in conduct 


1. Jesus Christ went to the cross because 
men rejected Him. They quarreled with 
some points in His teaching, yet much of it 
they were prepared to accept. But the 
stumbling-block of His Person they could 
not ignore. “Tell us whether Thou be the 
Christ, the Son of God” (Mt. 26:63) His 
foes demanded; and before Pilate they 
declared: “We have a law, and by our 
law He ought to die, because He made 
Himself the Son of God” (John 19:7). 

Our Lord Himself tested the loyalty of 
His followers when He asked: “Whom 
say ye that I am?” He had warned His 
foes of the danger of committing the sin 
without forgiveness because they had said, 
“He hath an unclean spirit” (Mk. 3:30). 
Now He spoke words of approval and 
blessing to Peter because he acknowledged 
his Master as “the Son of the living God” 
(Mt. 16:16). By their opinion of Jesus 
men place themselves within the orbit of 
grace or under divine condemnation. 

2. As the Gospel of Christ made impact 
with the heathen world this issue became 
increasingly clear. Paganism had gods 
many and lords many. In Athens Paul had 
to say: “I perceive that in all things ye 
are too superstitious” (Acts 17:22), be- 
cause “he saw the city wholly given to 
idolatry.” Greek philosophy envisaged 


“thrones . . . dominions . . . principalities 
... powers” (Col. 1:16), a host of spiritual 
beings differing in prestige and performance. 
Against these false ideas of the unregener- 
ate mind Paul stood for “one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). 

Many of the greatest passages in Paul’s 
writings are concerned with his doctrine of 
Christ. Because the believers of Colosse 
had been exposed to teaching which mini- 
mized the supremacy of the Lord Jesus he 
wrote the sublime words which we have in 
Colossians 1:12-20. His description of the 
exalted Lord awes our spirits; but greatest 
of all impressions should be our wonder 
at the disclosure of vv.20-22 that this glor- 
ious Son of God humbled Himself to the 
death of the cross to be our Saviour. 

3. Paul desired the very best for His 
friends, and so we find him praying in 1:9 
that they might have “wisdom and spiritual 
understanding.” The basis of a life that 
is well-pleas‘ng to God in loyalty and 
service is right belief. This the New Test- 
ament declares in plainest terms: and the 
crucial point of Christian belief is our 
estimate of Christ. 

Granted sound belief we may upon this 
firm foundation build an edifice of God- 
honoring behavior. But the two are insep- 
arable. So the apostle proceeded to say: 
“That ye might walk worthy .. .” (v.10). 
Our conduct should be the expression of 
our creed, while, at the same time, our 
creed will determine our conduct. The man 
who acknowledges Jesus as the eternal 
Son of God, and as his personal Saviour, 
will surely seek to glorify Christ in daily 
life. 
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Dogmatic Theology. William G. T. Shedd. 
Zondervan. Volume I, 564 p., $4.95. 
Volume II, 808 p., $4.95. Volume III, 
536 p., $4.95. Complete Set, $14.85. 

Dr. Shedd’s great Dogmatic Theology 
first appeared sixty-five years ago. Time 
has established it as one of the greatest 
statements of systematic theology writ- 
ten in the English language, and Zonder- 
van is to be commended for making this 
work available as a Reprint Classic. 

Dr. Shedd was a forthright advocate 
of the Scripturally-based Augustino- 
Calvinistic theology, standing against the 
drift to humanistic thought and radical 
Biblical criticism which was invading 
the seminaries of New England and New 
York in his day. A thoughtful student 
of history, he refused to be swept away 
by the novelty and popularity of cur- 
rent ideas, but insisted that truth must 
be verified. The result is a work of 
basic and enduring value, illuminating 
the Reformed faith with remarkable 
power and straightforward thought. 

Volume I contains an excellent theo- 
logical introduction showing the impor- 
tance and proper relationship of theol- 
ogy to other sciences. (Some references 
here to the physical sciences are out of 
date, but prove the author’s point that 
current theories in the physical sciences 
are not all reliable.) There is a treat- 
ment of the place of the Bible and of 
Inspiration and Revelation. The major 
part of Volume I is a masterful state- 
ment of the Doctrine of God. 

Volume II treats the doctrines of Man 
(and Creation), Christ, Redemption, and 
Final Judgment. The sections on the 
Impeccability of Christ and on Eternal 
Punishment are classics; the develop- 
ment of the Vicarious Atonement is a 
masterpiece. While basically Calvinistic, 
Dr. Shedd does not hesitate to disagree 
with Calvin on the Descent into Hell. 
On the Millennium he takes the tradi- 
tional view of the Reformed theologians 
but does not go into great detail. 

Volume III is a supvlement issued six 
years after the Dogmatic Theology. It 
consists of additional explanations, argu- 
ments, illustrations, and quotations, fol- 
lowing the Theology point by point. The 
work is complete in Volumes I and II; 
it is enriched by Volume III. 








The profound insight and faithful 
Christian scholarship of Dr. Shedd make 
this work invaluable to ministers; the 
clear style and interesting approach make 
it understandable and rewarding to 
Christian laymen. 

RFS. 


The Divorce Problem. W. Fisher-Hunter. 
MacNeish. 170 p. Scriptural index. $2.25. 
So many people are concerned about 

the Biblical teaching on divorce and re- 

marriage that the present book may be 

a blessing to them. The author, who is 

a member of the Plymouth Brethren, 

has discussed every passage in the Bible 

that relates to divorce and remarriage, 
and has answered some of the difficult 
questions both Biblical and _ historical. 

Why did the early church forbid every 

form of divorce? Is divorce ever justi- 

fiable? Is there such a thing as an inno- 
cent party? There are those who will 
disagree with some of the conclusions 
of the writer, but it will be well to have 
your Scriptural facts well in hand before 
you do disagree. 

D.G.B. 


The Christian Worker’s Handbook. Wil- 

liam Goulooze. Baker Book House. 218 
* p. $2.00. 

It is evident that Dr. Goulooze has a 
keen understanding of three things. He 
knows the Word of God. He knows 
something, out of practical experience, 
of the workings of the human mind and 
the needs of the human heart. He knows 
how to apply the healing balm of the 
Scriptures to those who are in soul- 
trouble. 

The excellent little compendium of 
Bible selections he has gathered (when 
mastered) will afford the earnest Chris- 
tian worker what we call an adequate 
“working knowledge” of the Word of 
God. The chief virtue of this brief 
manual stems from the admirable ar- 
rangement of texts into clearly labeled 
sections that can be unfolded in a mo- 
ment of time as the need arises. 

In addition to the usual headings, there 
is listed a series of texts that will be 
helpful in dealing with folks who have 
been influenced by the false teachings 
of the various “isms” of our day. 








NORTH AFRICA MISSION 


LAST KNOWN NATIVE CHRISTIAN CONVERT DIES IN LIBYA 


We need your help—desperately—in sending missionaries to this relatively 
untouched field: Libya, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. 


We have the missionaries. We need the means. Will you search your heart? 


Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


A series of very helpful and practical 
instructions concerning the preparation 
of the worker for the call he is about to 
make introduces the manual and is most 
valuable. 

Proper Scriptural forms for a mar- 
riage ceremony and for commital rites 
are also included and will prove helpful 
to those who are seeking a true Biblical 
model to use. 

Thorough subject and Scripture text 
indexes are appended which materially 
add to the worth of this little pocket-size 
volume. It is highly recommended as a 
useful tool for pastors, counsellors, soul- 
winners, visitors, and all personal 


workers. 
E.C.D. 


The Book of Life. John Rudin & Co., 
Inc., Chicago. 21st Edition, Revised, 
1953. 8 volumes. Two bindings, $39.75 
and $52.75. 

An up-to-date illustrated Bible, first 
copyright 1923, revised six times. The 
introduction states that the aim of the 
Editors is to get the Bible read. Realiz- 
ing that understanding and appreciation 
of the Bible depend to a certain extent 
on the Bible’s historical and geograph- 
ical conditions, The Book of Life has 
attempted to paint in for its readers this 
important background. 

The Book of Life uses the King James 
Version throughout and is arranged his- 
torically and logically; chapter and 
verse subdivisions are omitted but refer- 
ences follow each portion of Scripture 
used. Editorial comments, aside from 
introductory material, are held to a 
minimum, typography, photographs, po- 
etry, hymns, etc., being relied upon to 
bring out the background. The section 
on Paul’s life is an exception to this, 
however. Notes and comments appear to 
be theologically conservative throughout. 
One comment (Vol. V, Poetry) refer- 
ring to the fact that selections from 
Ecclesiasticus have been appended says: 
“Ecclesiasticus, of course, is not a part 
of the inspired word of God.” 


The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 


be purchased through Eternity 
Book Service, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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The Book of Life is illustrated by more 
than 90 pictures, many in color, chosen 
for their educational value; many ar- 
cheological photographs are used from 
the collections of the Metropolitan and 
British museums. There are 40 outline 
maps showing clearly the localities men- 
tioned in the text. Great poems and 
hymns have been added in appropriate 
places. Explanatory notes appear at the 
end of some sections. 

Vol. I. Collections of stories, poems, 
hymns, songs, and pictures, carefully 
graded and arranged material. Part one 
told in selected vocabulary for younger 
children. Part two in more extended vo- 
cabulary for older children. Stories fol- 
low Bible account most carefully. 

Vol. II. Bible Heroes—From Genesis 
through Judges. 

Vol. Ill. Kings and Captains—Chrono- 
logical Table added showing Kings of 
Judah and Israel, the Prophets in rela- 
tion to the Kings of other countries con- 
nected with Biblical account. 

Vol. IV. Prophets. 

Vol. V. Poetry—Psalms, Job, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Ecclesiasti- 
cus, Song of Solomon. This volume is 
exceptionally well done. 

Vol. VI. Story of the Master—The 
Gospels, the Early Church. 

Vol. VII. Paul, Life, Letters—Paul’s 
life, his letters, letters of the Early 
Church, the Revelation. The section 
on Paul’s life contains a good deal of 
editorial comment to bridge gaps. 
Chronological table of the life of Paul 
and contemporary events. Especially 
well illustrated. 

Vol. VIII. Background material; gen- 
eral suggestions for use of the Bible; 
courses in Bible readings; the Bible in 
English and American literature with 
index of quotations; history of the 
Apocrypha; table of weights and meas- 
ures; list of obsolete words and phrases; 
general index. 

Bible text is quite large, editorial 
comment in smaller type face. This set 
of books will help any young person 
become more interested in the Word of 
God and lead him on to further and 
deeper study. 

P.A.H. 


Basic New Testament Evangelism. Faris 
D. Whitesell. Zondervan. 193 p. $2.00. 
The author, who is professor of Evan- 

gelism at Northern Baptist Seminary, 
states in his preface that he will attempt 
to deal “adequately and honestly with 
every major aspect of New Testament 
evangelism in its bearing on Christianity 
today.” That he has eminently suc- 
ceeded in the attempt is the studied 
opinion of this reviewer. 

A simple glance through the table of 
contents suffices to indicate that every 
major aspect of evangelism has been 
dealt with. We are especially delighted 
that the importance of the Word of God, 
the Holy Spirit, and prayer in evange- 
lism has been duly noted and that these 
key subjects have been’ thoroughly 
treated. 

He comes early in his discussion to a 


thoroughgoing and strictly Biblical state- - 
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NEW LIGHT 


on a familiar subject 


By ERICH SAUER principal of Wiedenest 
Bible School in Rhineland, Germany. He has a deep knowledge 
of the Scriptures and an unusual insight into their meaning. 


New in concept and with a delightful freshness in their 
phraseology, these two volumes give the reader a profound, 
yet sparkling survey of the doctrine of sal- 
vation. Easily understood by the layman and 
preacher alike, these books invite reading 
and re-reading. No one can give them care- 
ful attention without being greatly enriched 
in knowledge and appreciation of the grace 
of God. 









The Dawn Of World Redemption 
By Erich Saver $3.00 


Old Testament survey of the history of 
salvation. Foreword by F. F. Bruce. Ap- 
pendices and index. 


The Triumph Of The Crucified 
By Erich Saver $3.00 


New Testament survey of the history of 
salvation. Foreword by A. Rendle Short. 
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The preacher reader will rejoice in the 
abundance of sermonic material in 
homiletic form and in the numerous, 
short, thought-compelling outlines 
throughout’ both volumes. 
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ment. of what it means to be lost. In- 
sisting that the Bible is the only reliable 
source of knowledge at this point and 
listing one hundred statements from the 
three pivotal chapters of the Word of 
God dealing with this basic subject, he 
drives home the necessary truth that 
apart from a clear understanding of the 
lost estate of men without Jesus Christ 
there can be no effective evangelism. 

In describing what it means to be 
saved the author again resorts to the 
effective method of marshalling and list- 
ing New Testament statements. 

He is careful to distinguish the re- 
quirements for discipleship from those 
for salvation. In presenting the proper 
object of faith he cuts a straight line 
with Bible truth and disassociates him- 
self from all heresy when he declares 
that “the Christ of the New Testament, 
the only valid object of saving faith, 
is the second person of the Godhead.” 

One would note that the author’s in- 
sistence on presenting Christ as Lord 
to the unsaved for salvation, while bear- 
ing the consent of many eminent Bible 
teachers, represents a position which 
conflicts with that of other excellent 
theologians and students. 

A helpful word included in this book 
is the discussion of New Testament 
evangelism and money. 

The book was written primarily for 
students and classes in evangelism. To 
such, it is highly recommended. But we 
believe it will prove a boon to pastors 
and church officers as well. Indeed, any 
earnest Christian. who is in any degree 
interested in the winning of lost men to 
Christ cannot help but profit by reading 
this splendid book. 

The language is clear and forceful. 
The book is easy to read. Material is 
grouped in such a manner that retention 
is made less difficult. The author does 
not hesitate to draw upon the work of 
other men in the field of evangelism and 
many quoted passages prove most en- 
lightening. 

The two appendices which collate 
much valuable evangelistic material in 
the New Testament and offer 159 sug- 
gestions relative to ways of evangelizing 
are themselves worth the price of the 
book. 

E.C.D. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 25) 
Feeney, a Jesuit priest in Boston, 
pushed this doctrine so hard that 
he came under the censure of his 
superiors. He taught openly that no 
one but a Roman Catholic could 
ever hope to enter Heaven. He was 
dismissed from the Jesuits, but kept 
on preaching the doctrine. Now the 
Vatican has issued an official pro- 
nouncement against him, excom- 

municating him. 

Time, telling the story, said, 
‘*Catholie theologians explain that it 
must not be overliterally interpreted. 
Non-Catholic Christians, they say, 
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if ‘invincibly ignorant’ that Cathol- 
icism is the only way to salvation, 
can save themselves by leading good 
lives; for this makes them, whether 
they know it or not, Catholies ‘by 
desire.’’’ In passing it should be 
noted that there is an open procla- 
mation that salvation is at least 
partly by works, in spite of all the 
Bible teaching to the contrary. 

But following hard on the ex- 
communication of Feeney for being 
too loud about the doctrine in the 
United States (thougi it is openly 
taught in Roman dominated coun- 
tries), comes a story from England. 
Monsignor Ronald Knox, one of the 
most influential of English Roman 
Catholics, best known for his recent 
translation of the Bible, has pub- 
lished a new book, The Hidden 
Stream, and in one of his essays he 
treats this question of the church 
and salvation. ‘‘Have we [Catho- 
lies] thrown over the maxim, Eztra 
ecclesiam nulla salus— No salvation 
outside the Church’? Not at all; 
only, to understand its meaning 
properly, it’s perhaps best to trans- 
late, ‘Outside the Church no means 
of salvation.’ As long as you are 
not a Catholic, the religious body 
you belong to will not of itself help 
you to get to Heaven. I say ‘of 
itself’ ; incidentally it may ; you may 
be led to repent of your sins and 
start on a better life by attending a 
Buchmanite meeting, or by listemmng 
to a solo in Magdalen Chapel... 
but it won’t do you any good to 
mention those institutions, with all 
respect to them, when you reach 
your judgment. All the identity 
dises [tags] in Heaven are marked 
R. C.’’ Nothing could reveal more 
clearly the true nature of Roman 
doctrine. The only means of salva- 
tion are water, bread, oil and fire in 
baptism, mass, extreme unction and 
purgatory, and only the Roman 
church has the sacraments; only the 
Roman church ean issue the dog 
tags, as the G. I.’s called their 
identity discs, that God will recog- 
nize as valid for entry into Heaven. 

Feeney is excommunicated for 
howling the doctrine in crude words 
in Boston. Knox will possibly be 
elevated to a bishopric for saying 
it in refined language at Oxford. 
Another ancient motto is also true, 
Rome never changes. 

WORLD COUNCIL MEETING 

A correspondent of the British 
Weekly writes as follows: ‘‘ Unless 
something is done in time, the World 
Council of Churches’ meeting at 
Evanston, Illinois, scheduled for 
next year, may be without avme of 
the non-American representatives. 
Several of them known to me do not 
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qualify for entry into the United 
States under the McCarran Immi- 
gration Law. It would certainly 
create a sensation throughout the 
civilized world (and much satisfac- 
tion elsewhere) if an appreciable 
group of the world’s Christian 
leaders were barred as unfit to 
enter the United States. It would 
not do them any damage but it would 
make the United States the laughing 
stock of the world. None of us are 
anxious for that to happen and a 
top priority, in our calendar of 
things to do, is to get this Act wisely 
amended. The National Council has 
that in hand.’’ 

There is no doubt of the fact that 
it would be a tragedy if religious 
leaders from outside the United 
States were kept from entering for 
a great religious gathering. For ex- 
ample, leaders from behind the iron 
curtain should be permitted to enter 
for the period of convention. We 
certainly do not have any need to 
fear, for even though some of these 
leaders might say that, in accordance 
with Bible command, they were to 
be subject to the Communist powers 
that be, we could readily answer that 
we are to be subject to quite a dif- 
ferent set of powers, and that there 
was no question of importing the 
ideology of any of the other powers. 
Truth has nothing to fear except 
from those who would suppress it 
or put fences around it. 

INTOLERANCE ON FORMOSA 

The London Daily Telegraph pub- 
lishes an article from its Formosa 
correspondent which tells of perse- 
eution of Christianity on the part 
of Nationalist authorities on that 
island. He writes that missionaries 
who fled the Communist terror on 
the mainland are finding no toler- 
ance in Formosa. They are not being 
actively persecuted, but the govern- 
mental decree against religious 
teaching in schools and among sol- 
diers shows the Nationalist aim. Re- 
ligion, it is officially stated, divides 
the allegiance of the people; it is a 
‘‘eultural invasion’’—terms which 
might just as well have been thought 
up in the Kremlin or in Peking as 
within the walls of the political 
police office in Taipei. 

The correspondent talked to 
Roman Catholics and Protestants 
and they were unanimous in their 
experience. ‘‘ What we left the main- 
land to escape,’’ they said, ‘‘we find 
again here almost the identical form. 
The only difference here is that we 
do not receive their physical vio- 
lence; but we are being forced out 
of existence by the government. We 
are uo longer allowed to speak to 
the pecple.’’ 
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DELIVERANCE FROM SIN 

(Continued from page 21) 
for the space of two seconds. If it is 
possible for him to live thus for two 
seconds, it is possible for three sec- 
onds, for five seconds, for ten seconds 
for one minute, for ten minutes, for 
ene hour, for one day, for one week, 
for one month, for one year, for ten 
years, and so on. 

Now we must be very careful here 
to avoid error on two sides. Our con- 
text is showing us that even 
where it is possible for the be- 
liever to live in triumph over 
outward eruptions of sin, the old 
carnal nature is still within, touch- 
ing everything that is done, and 
contaminating it. I search for an 
illustration to illuminate the truth 
and find nothing except a dirty 
illustration, but the subject is an 
unclean one, the subject is our 
sinful nature, and I may, there- 
fore, be permitted to use the foul 
illustration. We can imagine a 
condition in which sewage is 
being carried away in a wooden 
flume, and this flume passes by a 
clear-flowing spring. There have 
been occasions when the flume 
has lost a board, and the sewage 
has poured into the spring, thor- 
oughly contaminating it to the 
point where its waters would be 
unsafe to drink; where, in fact, 
they would convey the contami- 
nation of death. This is a situation 
which it is possible to remedy 
completely. It need not be neces- 
sary for a Christian to have the 
sewage of the Adamic nature flow 
forth in wild outburst in his life. 
It is possible for it to be con- 
tained within its bounds, and the 
flagrant outpouring of its death 
dammed back so that it may not 
release its complete contamina- 
tion in the spring. Thus it is with 
the life of the believer in Christ. 
The Holy Spirit comes in and the 
flow of holiness from His presence 
begins within us. But the Adamic 
nature comes forth at weak spots, 
violently, and dominates the 
stream of some Christian lives. 
These are the Christians who are 
carnal, walking as unsaved men (1 
Cor. 3:3). Such a condition need not 
be. We are told in Galatians that 
complete victory from violent out- 
breaks of the flesh is possible at all 
times for the believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. “This I say then, walk 
in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill 
the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 
There are no ifs, or ands, or buts, or 
maybes about that promise. It is cate- 
gorical and final. In my illustration it 
is the statement that the flume need 
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that it 


not lose any more boards, but that 
the restraining pressure of the Holy 
Spirit may keep the sewage confined 
to its bounds, and that the contamina- 
tion of death need never more flow 
from us, 

And now I must present the re- 
maining phase of the _ illustration. 
During the last paragraphs the advo- 
cates of the doctrine of the eradica- 
tion of the old nature have been 
drawing comfort from what I have 





In Bell, California, a housewife explained why 
she set fire to her home: “The place was so messy 





said, believing, perhaps, that I was 
coming to their position. This is not 
so. I have, with the first phase of the 
illustration condemned the doctrine of 
the lawless antinomian. With the next 
phase of the illustration I confirm all 
that we have been seeing in the last 
study and the present one. That flume 
with its sewage is within every one of 
us. Though no boards need come off 
to make the spring foul and unusable, 
there is always a slight seepage at the 
joints, and just enough of contamina- 
tion comes into the water that springs 
forth from the new life to keep it from 


d the iest way to clean it up.” 
Disorder had produced a disordered mind. But the 
disorder of sin produces just as great fantasies in 
the minds of many people. The life has sin in it 
and yet people will go to any extremes to try 
and clean up the mess. Some try penance, but 
hitting yourself will not clean up a house. Some 
try repentance, but being sorry for dirt will not 
remove it. Some try good works, but bringing a 
new rug into a dirty room will not clean the 
room. Some try suicide, but burning the house 
will not clean it. The only thing that will get rid 
of sin in the human heart is the work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in dying- for us on the cross of 
Calvary. 


having the unmixed perfection that 
there was in Jesus Christ, and which 
we will know only when we are in 
Heaven. When technicians analyze 
the water of ponds, lakes, and springs, 
they always find some traces of con- 
tamination. Men have never found 
completely sterile water in nature. 
There may not be enough of contami- 
nation to cause the spring to be con- 
demned for human use, but there is 
enough to cause the analyst to write 
on his report that there are 
“traces” of contamination. 

So we conclude that the be- 
liever in Christ is given the ab- 
solute power to overcome the 
eruptive outbreaks of the old 
Adamic nature, but that its pres- 
ence within us constantly gives a 
slight contamination of all of our 
life here on earth. This is the 
meaning of the phrase “the evil 
that I would not, that I do.” This 
evil which is done is not to be 
understood as the breaking out of 
evil into deeds which the believer 
may commit, and which could 
have been avoided by greater 
faithfulness and _ watchfulness. 
Newton comments on this “When 
Peter temporized at Antioch and 
virtually surrendered the truth of 
the Gospel, his sin was one which 
watchfulness and faithfulness 
would have’ prevented; and con- 
sequently, he had no title to say 
of his transgression, ‘It was not 
I that did it, but sin that dwelleth 
in me.’” To attempt to shelter 
deliberate transgressions (whether 
they be habitual as in the world, 
or occasional as in the case of 
believers) by bringing them with- 
in the scope of this passage is 
antinomianism. 

The workings of sin, contem- 
plated in this passage, are such 
as no watchfulness can hinder, no 
faithfulness avoid. The existence 
of sin within us entails on us cer- 
tain consequences which we have 
no more power to evade than the 
idiot has to change his look of 
idiocy; or the palsied hand has 
power to free itself from its torpor. 
The transgression of our first par- 
ents brought upon us not only the 
imputed guilt of that transgression, 
but has also entailed on us the her- 
editary possession of a depraved na- 
ture. There. are certain effects of that 
depravation which are beyond the 
power of our control; and it is of such 
effects that this passage treats, and 
not of transgressions which the be- 
liever by watchfulness, could avoid. 
Any manifestation of evil to which we 
can truthfully apply the word, “so 
then it is no more I that do it, but 
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zin that dwelleth in me,” is not to be 
included among the deeds referred to 
in this passage. 


“Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?” The question 
seems to have been asked merely to 
give opportunity for the answer. 
Grace has provided the insulation 
which we may use to prevent the 
positive outbreak of sin, and grace 
maintains us in our onward march 
through the Christian life in spite of 
the presence of indwelling sin. In our 
next study we shall take up more 
fully the three-fold nature of our 
deliverance that is promised here. 
There remains one thought that is 
very pertinent to what we have seen. 
If the explanation of this paragraph 
which I have presented in this and the 
last study is the correct one, and I 
believe that it is, then why have the 
commentators made such havoc of the 
passage? Why have antinomians tak- 
en lawless delight in twisting the 
paragraph to their protection and why 
have believers who earnestly desire 
true holiness become so frightened at 
it? The answer lies, perhaps, in the 
very nature of indwelling sin and 
furnishes a further illustration of all 
that I have been teaching. Even 
when we would interpret well there 
is the presence of the old nature 
which seeks something for itself. We 
can readily understand why those 
with a tendency to open lawlessness 
should wave this paragraph like a flag 
of triumph, glorying in their shame- 
ful interpretation. But the failure to 
see that this is in reality a great call 
to the grace of God, and a bulwark in 
the setting forth of the doctrine of 
practical holiness arises from the 
Adamic nature’s unwillingness to 
have things called by their right 
names. 


“Ts there not reason then,” Newton 
asks, “to think that if our spiritual 
intelligence, or rather spiritual sen- 
sitiveness were more acute, we should 
find less difficulty in understanding 
this passage? The energies of the ‘new 
man’ must be lively in any soul that 
can practically say, ‘I delight in the 
law of God; I desire and long after 
the unmixed good which holiness de- 
mands.’ The spiritual perceptions of 
the soul must be quick and sensitive 
when it habitually watches the risings 
and workings of indwelling sin, and 
counts evil as a DEED, even though 
it may through grace be withstood 
and never become a deliberate pur- 
pose of the soul. We are so accus- 
tomed to judge after the manner of 
men and to attach culpability only to 
deliberate counsels, or deliberate acts 
that if evil desire be resisted, we are. 
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far more ready to take credit to our- 
selves for the resistance, than we are 
to acknowledge that evil desire is in 
itself sin, and a fruit of essential sin. 
The very holiness therefore, of the 
passage occasions our difficulty in un- 
derstanding it. It recognizes as deeds, 
things which men are not accustomed 
to regard as deeds. It teaches us that 
whenever sin within us moves, some 
effect, either inward or outward, is 
produced, which not only frustrates 
our desire after unmixed good which 
the law requires, but would, except 
for grace, leave us forever in hope- 
lessness and condemnation.” 


If we understand this we will rea- 
lize why some saint of old said that 
even our tears of sorrow for sin 
needed to be washed in the blood of 
Christ, and that even our repentance 
had in it that which needed to be re- 
pented of. We can go on through all 
of the phases of Christian living and 
understand the truth this way in the 
light of our context. Our preaching 
needs to be cleansed, moment by 
moment, by the grace of God in 
Christ, and our prayers must be puri- 
fied if they are to reach the holiest 
of all by the new and living way. 


(This is the third of a 
series of studies in Romans) 








TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 7) 


Verse seven turns sharply with 
sudden reference to the false teachers. 
“By their fruits,” said the Lord, “ye 
shall know them,” and in application 
of the test John tells his “children” 
that the very conduct of the sectaries 
was their sufficient condemnation. 
Their persistence in sin (v.9), and 
their lack of brotherly love (v.10), 
was, he maintains, sufficient proof 
that they had missed the prime pur- 
pose of the incarnation (v.8). It is all 
so very plain. Sophistry and pride 
were making religion a difficult busi- 
ness, whereas it was, and is still, a 
matter for the simplest minds. Truth 
and falsehood, right and wrong, God 


and the Devil can never be reconciled. 
Therefore to know God means to 
stand in clear opposition to evil in all 
its shapes and forms. Sin is doing 
wrong; righteousness is doing right. 
So, “let no one deceive you.” Thus,. 
John hoped, was the faith of Christ 
brought within the reach and com- 
prehension of the humblest slave in 
Ephesus. In the translation we have 
tried to bring out again the force of 
the present tenses which interlace the 
passage, and which the Authorized 
Version tends to neglect, with some 
loss of clarity. 


Some details of interpretation re- 
main to be cleared up. What does 
“from the beginning” of verse eight 
mean? Some half dozen explanations 
have been advanced, two only of 
which are satisfying. The words either 
mean from the beginning of sin, or 
from the beginning of human life. The 
latter of these two seems more prob- 
able. There is no time in the record of 
spiritual history when man was not 
subject to the assault of the Tempter. 


Christ came, says the same verse, 
to “pull the Devil’s work to pieces.” 
The same verb is used in Matthew 
5:19, and John 5:18 of loosening a 
bond, or relaxing an obligation. In 
John 2:19 it is used of pulling down 
the Temple. It is a vivid and colorful 
word. Christ disintegrates in the life 
the crazy structure of Satan. 


Genetics provides the key to the 
meaning of verse nine. In the moral 
sphere, as verse ten astonishingly as- 
serts, a free-willed being can choose 
his parent. We have the “right” 
(John 1:12) to become the children 
of God, or to reject this privilege and 
become the children of the Devil. 
With the choice goes that trend and 
tendency within which comes of par- 
entage. How conscious we all are at 
times of the strain and pull of heredi- 
tary forces. The “seed,” innate and 
undeveloped possibilities, are ours by 
right of birth. So, miraculously, with 
the new birth. The power of God’s 
parenthood can be the regenerated 


man’s most glorious privilege. 
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THE SECOND COMING 
(Continued from page 23) 


has declared it in His Word. ‘‘For 
we have not followed cunningly de- 
vised fables when we made known 
unto you the power and presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eye witnesses of His majesty. For 
He received from God the Father 
honor and glory, when there came 
such a voice to Him from the ex- 
cellent glory, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
And this voice which came from 
Heaven, We Hearp, WHEN WE 
Were With Him 1n THE Hoy 
Mounr’”’ (1:16-18). 

And then the appeal to the Word. 
‘We have also a more sure word of 
prophecy, whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts’’ (1:19). We 
never need question this precious 
doctrine. By the oral Word of God 
and by His written Word does 
Peter declare the truth of this doc- 
trine. In passing, it is worth noting 
that he would have the truth in our 
hearts. The day shall dawn, the Day 
Star shall arise, but now, let Him 
be in our hearts, shining in all His 
glory. 

Why does the Lord delay His 
coming? Does He intend to come 
at all? Men ask these questions to- 
day. Peter gives us the answer in 
no uncertain terms. Hear Him as 
he says; ‘‘. . . There shall come in 
the last days scoffers walking after 
their own lusts, and saying Where 
is the promise of His coming? Fer 
since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation!’’ 
Thus the charge. But now the de- 
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fense. ‘‘But, beloved, be not ig- 
norant of this one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years and a thousand years as one 
day. The Lord is not slack concern- 
ing His promise, as some men count 
slackness, but is long suffering to 
usward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to 
repentance (3:3, 4, 8, 9). The 
longer the Lord delays His return 
the many more there will be to greet 
Him. If the Lord had come in nine- 
teen hundred and twenty-nine, I 
might not have been saved. Though 
I desire His soon return, I can wait 
in order that souls may be born 
again and greet Him too. 


JOHN 

With James and Peter, John 
shares the blessed hope. In the 
second chapter of His first epistle 
he exhorts the believers to live for 
Christ that they may be prepared to 
greet Him when He comes. There 
is no argument as to whether the 
Lord is coming or not. John takes 
the fact for granted. In the third 
chapter, verses one to three, he sets 
forth the fact of God’s wonderful 
love that should make us His sons. 
We do not know what we have as 
God’s sons. In fact, we do not know 
who we are. But of this we may be 
sure, when He does come we shall 
be like Him for we shall see Him as 
He is. John is fascinated by this 
truth. Now we walk by faith, then 
by sight. Now we are, as it were, un- 
finished ; then we shall be complete, 
fully conforming to the image of 
the Son. What a prospect is ours. 

After setting forth this great 
truth John hastens to add that if it 
has really gripped our hearts, we 
will purify our lives even as Christ 
Himself was pure. We must be im- 
pressed with the fact that the su- 
preme test as to whether or not we 
believe in our Lord’s return is in 
the way we live the doctrine, not 
how we defend it. 


JUDE 

Our last reference takes us to the 
last two verses of the book of Jude. 
How fittingly they bring our study 
to a close, for here we have our 
presentation to God the Father on 
that great day of our Lord’s return. 
We are to be presented blameless, 
and faultless. Furthermore, until 
that day He is keeping us from 
stumbling. Furthermore, He will 
present us with exceeding joy. He 
should be ashamed of us. What em- 
barrassment we cause Him. But 
with exceeding joy He presents us. 
He is not ashamed to call us breth- 
ren. Why do we not treat Him as 


He does us? Why must we be mis- 
erable sinners when we can be 
worthy saints? How may you be a 
worthy saint? Note what Jude says: 
‘‘Now unto Him ... to the truly 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and forever, Amen.’’ If we 
love our Lord’s return, if we yearn 
for His presence, why not submit 
to Him now? 

In the measure that we live for 
self, we belie our belief in our Lord’s 
return. Make no mistake about it. 
Demonstrate your belief in our 
Lord’s return as you live for Him 
‘*till He come.’’ 

END 





MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 23) 
OF THE COMMON SALVATION (3) July 11 
In our day, the term “common” 
has lost its earlier meaning. Today 
it means something cheap, without 
value, something which all can have. 
Pride would never think of desiring 
that which can be had by all. As al- 
ways, the heart of man tarnishes the 
things that it touches—even words. 
“Common,” as used by Jude, has to 
do with a salvation which is pro- 
vided for all men. God Himself pro- 
vides the faith to believe and the life 
to live. All we need do is to enjoy the 
fellowship of the saints where “There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: For ye are all one 
in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). Grace 
levels the mountains of pride at the 
cross. When we live in His likeness 
we can only say: 
Once far from God and dead in sin, 
No light my heart could see; 
But in God’s Word the light | found, 
Now Christ liveth in me. 
Let us ask the Lord to keep us reminded 
that we who were common sinners have 
been made uncommon saints that we 
may share a salvation provided 
for all mankind. 


THAT YE SHOULD EARNESTLY CONTEND 
FOR THE FAITH (3) July 12 

The Christian life is a warfare. The 
world is our enemy. It gives us no 
quarter, it would attack us on every 
hand. But our battle can never be 
lost. It was won at Calvary. We are 
engaged in “mopping up” operations. 
The word “contend” which Jude uses 
here gives us our English word 
“agonize.” It may be our lot to have 
many wretched experiences in life, 
but to live in the knowledge that the 
victory is already won encourages 
the heart. We are to fight the battle 
by living for Him with lives that are 
befitting the Gospel (Phil. 1:27). Re- 
member, you have a charge to keep. 
Be faithful to your trust! 
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A charge to keep | have, 
A God to glorify; 

Who gave His Son my soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky. 

Arm me with jealous care, 
As in Thy sight to live; 

And O, Thy Servant, Lord, Prepare 
A strict account to give. 


Let us pray that the Heavenly Father 
will convict us of righteousness in order 
that we may be good warriors of the 
cross till He come. 
WHICH WAS ONCE DELIVERED (3) July 13 
You and I as believers have a great 
and responsible stewardship. We have 
been entrusted with the Gospel. 
Jude says it has been “delivered 
—given over” to us. It is a joy- 
ous responsibility when we realize 
that God has chosen us to be His 
partners in the bringing of the lost 
to Christ. It is a frightening respon- 
sibility when we realize that God has 
made us stewards of the Gospel— 
which determines the eternal destiny 
of men. How do we present this Gos- 
pel? (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). Do our lives 
cause unbelief to continue? Do our 
lives support our lips in the procla- 
mation of the Good News so that men 
are without excuse? May we be active 
in our stewardship in the proclaiming 
of the Truth. As we await His coming 
let us tell out the glad tidings. 
Can we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Can we to men benighted 
The lamp of life deny? 
Salvation! O salvation! 
The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 
Has learned Messiah’s Name. 
As we pray let us ask God for the Holy 
Spirit to guide us to some soul who 
needs to know the Saviour. May we be 
kept faithful to our stewardship as 
missionaries of the Gospel, whether 
across the sea or across the street, 


UNTO THE SAINTS (3) _ July 14 

To have a commission as a mission- 
ary, whether at home or abroad, 
whether to the heathen of darkest 
Africa or to the heathen of our house- 
hold is a wonderful privilege. In 
Romans one, verse five, we read; “By 
whom we have received grace and 
apostleship, for obedience to the faith 
among all nations, for his name”: The 
One who commissions us is the risen 
Lord: our equipment is grace and 
apostleship; our sphere of activity, 
the nations; our credential, getting 
under the Word we preach and obey- 
ing it; and the purpose, the interests 
of the Lord Jesus. As saints, we are 
missionaries, regardless of the cost. 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 


Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love. 
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As we pray let us give ourselves un- 
reservedly to Him knowing that as His 
saints we alone are His missionaries on 

earth till He come. 


FOR THERE ARE CERTAIN MEN CREPT IN 
UNAWARES (4) July 15 
Even in the days of the apostles 
there were unsaved who began to 
trickle into the assembly of the saints. 
In the expression “crept in unawares,” 
Jude literally says who “came in at 
the side.” Many people today delight 
to be members of the church if they 
can avoid coming in at the front door 
—the new birth, the cross of Christ. 
They do not “join” the church to 
glorify the Lord . . . As true believers 
we must ever be alert to those who 
would “creep in unawares.” 
My soul, be on thy guard; 
Ten thousand foes arise; 
The hosts of sin are pressing hard 
To draw thee from the skies. 


Let your prayer be that God will give 
you a sensitive heart and mind to detect 
the slightest sin in your life that would 

break fellowship with Him. 


WHO WERE OF OLD BEFORE ORDAINED TO 
THIS CONDEMNATION (4) July 16 
Men may rebel against God in re- 
jecting the Gospel but they are never 
permitted to get away with it. If men 
are going to sin, they must sin on the 
basis of the rules which God has laid 
down. He who sins and rejects Christ 
must bear the penalty and the conse- 
quences of his acts. These men, 
though seemingly free in their rebel- 
lion to disturb the church, were 
headed for judgment. Never think 
that God can be pushed around. His 
judgment is sure as it is deliberate. 
Let us not treat His judgments lightly. 
Carnal men are God’s enemies (Rom. 
8:7), and must be judged accordingly. 

O watch, and fight, and pray; 

The battle ne’er give o'er; 

Renew it boldly every day, 

And help divine implore. 
Pray that God will give you the courage 
to stand with Him against the foe even 
though the foe be a friend of yours. 


UNGODLY MEN (4) July 17 

By terming them “ungodly men” 
Jude does not mean to say that these 
men were without knowledge of God. 
The phrase has reference to those 
who knew God but would not sur- 
render their lives to Him. They stub- 
bornly refused to acknowledge Him as 
their Saviour and Lord. The search- 
light of the Word was too much for 
their dark, sin-stained hearts. The 
Lord had never been precious to them. 
But “. .. Unto you, therefore, which 
believe He is precious. But unto them 
which be disobedient . . . the same is 
made a stone of stumbling and a rock 
of offense, even to them which 
stumble at the Word, being dis- 





obedient, whereunto also they were 


appointed” (1 Pet. 2:7, 8). We must 
study the Word daily in order to learn 
what He would have us do. May we, 
never be stubborn in our conduct 
refusing to surrender our wills to His. 
will. 
O grant that nothing in my soul 
May dwell, but Thy pure love alone; 
O may Thy love possess me whole, 
My joy, my treasure, and my crown! 
All coldness from my heart remove; 
May every act, word, thought, be love. 


Let us seek from the Lord personal 
holiness that we may be used by Him 
to rout the enemies of the Word from 


our midst. 
CHANGING THE GRACE OF OUR GOD INTO 
LASCIVIOUSNESS (4) F | 18 


There are two things for which 
these ungodly men were condemned: 
first, they used the grace of God as a 
cloak for their sins; second, they de- 
nied the Lord as their Master. The 
first grows out of the second offense. 
These men took the liberty which 
grace affords and turned it into li- 
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cense. Paul met with this same prob- 
lem (Rom. 6:1, 2). Do we ever take 
our liberty in Christ and use it for 
our own purpose? If so, we are no 
better than the men of whom Jude 
is writing. Let us make sure that our 
liberty in Christ is used to His glory. 
Once we understand the meaning of 
grace we shall not take advantage of 
our position in Christ. 
O let Thy grace inspire 
My soul with strength divine; 
May all my powers to Thee aspire 
And all my days be Thine. 
As we pray may we ask of the Father 
that His Holy Spirit keep us living in the 
bounds of grace and in the spirit of our 
risen Lord. 
DENYING THE ONLY LORD GOD (4) July 19 
The enemies which were already in 
the assembly to which Jude writes 
were vicious. The word which the 
apostle uses for “denying” is a very 
strong word. It does not mean to 
keep silent, thus “denying” the Lord 
passively. It is a word which has 
within it the note of rebellion. The 
reason for its use is quite simple. The 
Word had cut their hearts to the 
quick. Their conduct could not stand 
the searching rays of the Truth. “They 
professed that they knew God, but in 
works they denied Him.” As we 
meditate upon this portion of the 
Word may we say, “Lord, Thou know- 
est my heart, Thou knowest that I 
make an outward profession of my 
love for Thee, but I really love my- 
self more.” Let us be assured of one 
thing: God will not let us get away 
with living a lie. He will stop all 
blessing. He will give us the Spirit of 
restlessness. He will force us to Him- 
self. He loves us so! 
O for a heart to praise my God! 
A heart from sin set free; 
A heart that always feels Thy blood, 
So freely shed for me. 
A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 
My great Redeemer’s throne, 
Where only Christ is heard to speak, 
Where Jesus reigns alone. 
As we look to our Heavenly Father in 
prayer let us examine our hearts to see 
whether our talk and our walk for the 
Lord are identical. 
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THE ONLY LORD GOD, AND OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST (4) July 20 

It has been said that Jesus Christ 
must be Lord of all, or He is not Lord 
at all. This is true. Had the Lord been 
in His proper place in the lives of 
these people they would have had no 
trouble with the Word and their con- 
duct. Whenever we seek to justify a 
position we have taken, it is a sure 
sign that Christ has lost the Lordship 
of our lives. Argue if you will, reason 
as you please, but admit that you 
want your way when you want it. 
You may have your way, but it will 
be at the expense of losing the fel- 
lowship which you could have with 
Christ. Only by remembering the 
price which the Lord Jesus paid for 
the privilege of Lordship will you be 
able to submit your way to Him. 

Jesus calls us: by Thy mercies, 
Saviour, may we hear Thy call, 


Give our hearts to Thine obedience, 
Serve and love Thee best of all. 


Let us pray that Calvary will be ever 
before us that we may live for Him. 
“| WILL... PUT YOU IN REMEMBRANCE 
(5) July 21 
One of the greatest handicaps of the 
believer is a short memory. As you 
study the epistles you observe that 
the apostles are always reminding the 
saints of the things of the Word. 
Peter, who could certainly write from 
experience, in his two letters is con- 
stantly “putting the saints in remem- 
brance.” For only as we have the 
Word vividly before our minds, only 
as we live again our experience when 
we first came to know the Lord, only 
as we remind ourselves of what it 
cost Him to save us, only in this 
measure will we live for Him. 
Judgment is sure. And though we 
shall never be judged for our salva- 
tion we shall be judged for deeds done 
in the body. Let us daily be reminded 
of Him that we shall do that in the 
flesh which will please Him in the 
Spirit. Let Him come to our minds so 
we can sing of Him. 
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I will sing of my Redeemer 
And His wondrous love to me; 
On the cruel cross He suffered, 
From the curse to set me free. 
| will sing of my Redeemer, 
And His heavenly love to me; 
He from death to life hath brought me, 
Son of God, with Him to be. 
Let us ask our Saviour that the Holy 
Spirit shall ever keep before our minds 
what He has done for us on the cross in 
order that we will not take our Christian 
responsibility lightly. 
HAVING SAVED THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE 
LAND OF EGYPT (5) July 22 
Jude in the next several verses, by 
referring us to the Old Testament 
and God’s dealings with His earthly 
people, is about to show us a great 
truth. Though God loves us He will 
not overlook our sin. Israel was de- 
livered from Egyptian bondage. God 
had promised His people a_ land. 
Through the wilderness journey He 
had made provision for them. But 
some did not believe Him. They were 
destroyed—cut off from the fellow- 
ship. They never reached the bless- 
ings which were rightfully theirs in 
the land of promise. They are our ex- 
ample (1 Cor. 10:1-10). Our fellow- 
ship with the Father, through Christ, 
depends upon us. The slightest sin can 
disrupt the fellowship. We cannot lose 
our salvation, but we can lose the 
privileges of fellowship. We can have 
the experience of the prodigal if we 
refuse the Father’s will. May our con- 
duct testify to His keeping power. 
Ne’er think the victory won, 
Nor lay thine armor down; 
The work of faith will not be done, 
Till Thou obtain the crown. 
Fight on, my soul, till death 
Shall bring thee to thy God; 
He'll take thee, at thy parting breath, 
To His divine abode. 


Pray that the Lord will make us watch- 
ful, ever guarding against those sins 
which would cause us to disbelieve His 
holy Word. 

DESTROYED THEM THAT BELIEVED NOT (5) 
July 23 

God’s love for Israel cannot be ex- 
pressed. He went to great lengths to 
show it to His ancient people. At the 
close of Exodus 2 we read that God 
heard their cry caused by their 
affliction in Egypt. In the third chap- 
ter, at verses seven and eight, we 
read that God did something about 
their cry. He prepared to deliver 
them. God’s love for us is wonderful, 
too. The cross is the symbol and 
eternal guarantee that “All things 
work together for good to them who 
love God . ..” (Rom. 8:28). He stands 
ready to deliver us from our diffi- 
culties. When He is convinced that we 
are convinced that we need Him, He 
will be more than ready to help us. 
Our problem is not our troubles but 
being convinced that we need the 
Lord’s help. If we cannot see that we 
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need Him, let us take it by faith, and 
sing: 
| will tell the wondrous story, 
How my lost estate to save, 
In His boundless love and mercy, 
He the ransom freely gave. 
| will praise my dear Redeemer, 
His triumphant power I'll tell, 
How the victory He giveth 
Over sin, and death, and hell. 
Let us be thankful for the Lord’s 
goodness in hearing our every cry. 
AND THE ANGELS WHICH KEPT NOT THEIR 
FIRST ESTATE (6) July 24 
The angels were the messengers of 
God. Theirs was a high privilege. But 
yet they lost this high position and 
now are the tools of Satan, who him- 
self fell from being a bearer of the 
light as his name “Lucifer” would 
suggest. Judgment is theirs. In this 
world of darkness we are also bearers 
of the light—God’s angels—or as the 
word is in translation—God’s mes- 
sengers. May we not snuff out the 
light of our witness by the sin of our 
conduct. May our portion be blessing, 
not judgment, when we see our Lord 
face to face. Perhaps some of you 
have made a wreck of your testi- 
mony. You say, “What can I do now?” 
Confess it to him (1 John 2:1, 2). Re- 
member the old hymn and make its 
message your experience. 


Down in the human heart, 
Crushed by the tempter, 
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore; 
Touched by a loving heart, 
Wakened by kindness, 
Chords that are broken will vibrate once more. 


Pray that the Lord will give us an 
appreciation of our high position as 
witnesses for Him and may we determine 
not to do anything which will cause Him 
to make of us a castaway. 

HE HATH RESERVED ... UNTO THE JUDG- 
MENT OF THE GREAT DAY (6) July 25 
Jude is straining every bit of 
language in order to let us know that 
judgment is sure. The full force of 
what he is writing might be trans- 
lated, “He hath reserved and as a 
result is still keeping them daily in 
darkness, in chains until the day of 
judgment.” This may sound harsh of 
the God of love. But let us not forget 
that the God of love is also the God 
of hate—hate of sin. His holiness de- 
mands that sin be punished. God loves 
us as sinners, but He hates our sin. 
He has made every provision for us 
to be forgiven, to confess sin, and to 
be cleansed from its defilement. But 
if we refuse to use these provisions, 
God is going to keep after us until 
we do use them. He may chasten us, 
He may destroy us in so far as our 
rebellion is concerned, if driven to it 
He may even take us to Heaven. His 
love for us will not be interfered 
with—not even by our misconduct. 
What He cannot accomplish by love 
He will not hesitate to accomplish by 


judgment. Let us not make this - 
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necessary. In hours of temptation, let 
us sing from the heart of our exper- 
ience: 
His oath, His covenant, His blood, 
Support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
Let us give thanks to God for the bless- 
ings of His Word which reveals to us His 
keeping power. 
EVEN AS SODOM AND GOMORRHA ... 
ARE SET FORTH FOR AN EXAMPLE (7) 


July 26 
When we think of these wicked 
cities doubtless we say to ourselves, 
“They surely deserved the wrath of 
God.” They were totally destroyed. 
How can they be an example to us? 
Certainly we do not practice the 
things of which they were guilty. This 
may be so but it is interesting to note 
that our Lord condemned two other 
cities which He considered worse than 
Sodom and Gomorrha. Their sin was 
unbelief. Unbelief is the greatest of 
the sins, perhaps even worse than 
pride. In the hour of temptation let us 
flee to the Saviour. 
Tempted and tried | need a great Saviour, 
One who can help my burdens to bear; 
| must tell Jesus, | must tell Jesus; 
He all my cares and sorrows will share. 
As we look to God in prayer let us pray 
to be in the place where the Holy Spirit 
can strengthen us in the hour of tempta- 
tion and unbelief. 
SUFFERING THE VENGEANCE OF ETERNAL 
FIRE (7) July 27 
The most unpopular doctrine in the 
Word of God, even among believers, 
is that of eternal fire. Though we may 
not be able to explain its nature, 
though we may argue as to whether 
it is literal or not, be assured of this, 
it will be hot without the breeze of 
the Spirit. Judgment is great. Let us 
remember that sin was manifested in 
a physical world, and though it is a 
spiritual problem, its judgment will 
have a physical manifestation. We are 
though unbelief would make eternal 
fire ridiculous, but God has all the 
combustibles at His disposal and at 
the proper time will use the proper 
materials to make the fire eternal. 
How thankful we should be as be- 
lievers that we have been delivered 
“from the wrath to come.” 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh then in Him | shall be found; 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 


Faultless to stand before the throne. 
Let us give thanks that standing on 


Christ, our solid rock, we do not need 
to fear the coming judgment of God. 
LIKEWISE ALSO THESE FILTHY DREAMERS 
(8) July 28 
In the next several verses Jude 
describes those who are troubling the 
assembly to which he is writing. They 
are first of all dreamers. They are not 
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willing to face reality. They live in a 
world of delusion, thinking that by 
banishing God from their minds that 
they have banished Him from reality. 
They are dreamers of the most tragic 
sort. Imagine their stupefaction when 
they awake to face their Judge. And 
yet, we as believers must not be over- 
come with this same sleep. Following 
Paul’s words to the Ephesians we 
must “awake from sleep.” There is 
some living for us to do—living for 
Christ. 
O let me feel Thee near me, 
The world is ever near; 
| see the sights that dazzle, 
The tempting sounds | hear; 
My foes are ever near me, 
Around me and within; 
But Jesus, draw Thou nearer, 


And shield my soul from sin. 
Let us pray that we shall never become 


overtaken by the sleep of worldliness to 
dream the dream that God will 

not judge sin. 

- SPEAK EVIL (8, 10) 
July 29 

In these three verbs Jude sets forth 
the psychology of unbelief. Unbelief 
is never a problem of the intellect, it 
is a problem of the will. When man 
chooses to follow his own will instead 
of God’s will, he must find a way to 
justify himself. His defense mechan- 
ism is to despise the will of God as 
taught in the Word. And this attitude 
of the heart is manifested by the 


words of the lips in evil-speaking and 
blasphemies. It has been my exper- 
ience that every problem of unbelief 
has been a problem of rebellion. Men 
will not acknowledge the will of God. 
That is why I believe in the uncon- 
ditional sovereign electing grace of 
God. If God had waited for me to 
choose Him, He would still be waiting. 
Never think that you had the desire 
to come to Christ on your own. The 
fact that you have such a difficult 
time becoming saintly should keep you 
from that error. This truth of Jude 
should show us that salvation is not 
a matter of argument. The sinner will 
never be convinced (1 Cor. 2:14). Let 
us be faithful in glorifying the Lord 
and let us trust the Holy Spirit to do 
the impossible. 
Holy Spirit, faithful Guide, 
Ever near the Christian’s side; 
Gently lead us by the hand, 
Pilgrims in a desert land; 
Weary souls fore’er rejoice, 
While they heard that sweetest voice, 
Whispering softly, “Wanderer, come! 
Follow me, I'll guide thee home. 
Let us ask the Lord to give us His 
courage to face the foe as we testify to 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
YET MICHAEL DURST NOT BRING AGAINST 
HIM A RAILING ACCUSATION (9) July 30 
Jude tells of an incident from He- 
brew tradition in which Michael and 
the Devil had an argument over the 
body of Moses. He uses it to illus- 
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trate a point even as we might take 
something from history or current 
events to throw light on a spiritual 
truth. The lesson that Jude would 
have us learn is that he who would 
fight his battles in his own strength 
will fail utterly. Michael realized that 
he was no adversary for the Devil. He 
did not cringe before Satan, he was 
not afraid. On the contrary he was 
bold, standing up to Satan and saying, 
“The Lord rebuke Thee.” In the 
armed services the nature of the foe 
will determine the weapon used. In 
our spiritual warfare there is only one 
sure weapon—the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We must be armed “with the power 
of His might” (Eph. 6:10-13). As 
David refused the armor of men to 
fight Goliath, we must remember that 
the arm of flesh cannot win spiritual 
battles (Zec. 4:6). 
Stand up stand up for Jesus, 
The trumpet call obey, 
Forth to the mighty conflict, 
In this, His glorious day. 
Ye that are men now serve Him, 
Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger, 
And strength to strength oppose. 
Let us be thankful that the Holy Spirit 
is our shield and defender in this age of 
grace. Realizing that, we can leave our 
case with Him. 
BUT THESE SPEAK EVIL OF THOSE THINGS 
WHICH THEY KNOW NOT (10) July 31 
It would be a very good thing if 
we as believers would memorize this 
passage in Jude. It would save us 
many heartaches. I have known some 
who have gone to college and lost a 
faith which was their mother’s or 
grandmother’s. Had it been their own 
faith things might have been differ- 
ent. When talking over their unbelief 
they would say, “But he is a Ph.D. 
He is brilliant; He is world-famous!” 
To this I agreed. But I would reply, 
“Is he Word famous?” Whenever we 
hear a man speak as an authority in 
one field it does not follow that he is 
an authority in another. I do not ex- 
pect a brain surgeon to be a master of 
physics, neither do I expect a philoso- 
pher to be a Christian theologian. The 
two things are diametrically opposite. 
When someone questions the Word, 
at least be sure he knows of what 
he speaks. It is ridiculous to be led 
into unbelief by ignorance—ignorance 
of the Word. 
Father of mercies, in Thy Word 
What endless glory shines; 
Forever be Thy Name adored 
For these celestial lines. 
Divine Instructor, gracious Lord, 
Be Thou forever near; 
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word, 
And view my Saviour there. 
Let us give praise to God the Father for 
the written Word which has led us to 
the living Word in order that we may be 
the illustrated Word. 
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the grace with which he treats 
his errant wife he learns from 
God’s grace so richly bestowed upon 
those who turn to Him. What God 
will do for Israel, Hosea must do for 
the one who has wronged him Part 
of the prophet’s preparation is that 
he must learn the individual char- 
acter of God’s love: that God not only 
loves Israel, but every individual 
member of that apostate naticn. As 
has been beautifully said: “It is as 
though God, with His great shepherd 
heart, was not content with the 
restoration of Israel, but must leave 
the ninety and nine, and must, in the 
person of His servant, go after the one 
that was lost, and that was Gomer, 
his wife.” That is why there is the 
record of the wife’s restoration to 
fellowship. The character of God 
sanctified his conduct, and made 
Hosea act as a man of God. The 
prophet never did a greater thing 
than when he went and paid the 
redemption price for the woman who 
had sold herself into slavery. 

So the prophet was prepared for 
his work, and so are we, 100, pre- 
pared. It may not be, pray God it 
never may be, through such a painful 


experience as that through . which. 


Hosea had to pass. But whatever may 
be our experience—pain, loss, re- 
striction, self-sacrifice—let us learn 
to apprehend God: let us burn with 
holy zeal and passion against any- 
thing which derogates from the honor 
of God: let us learn sympathy with 
the wounded heart of God: let us 
learn to love, because “He first loved 
us, and gave Himself for us.” 

Above all, let us see that our con- 
duct one with another, and with the 
world around, is sanctified by the 
divine character, until those who 
know us best are compelled to say of 
us what the Shunammite woman said 
of the prophet Elisha: “I perceive that 
this is an holy man of God that 
passeth by continually” (2 Ki. 4:9). 
When they say that of us, they will 
listen to what we have to say. 


(To BE ContTINUED) 
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TOMORROW 

(Continued from page 15) 
mans where we read, “For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for 
it is the power—the dunamis—of God 
unto salvation to everyone that be- 
lieveth, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek.” 

It is this dynamite that has been 
planted throughout the Continent of 
Africa during the past generation or 
two and which now is seen to have 
very explosive qualities. We can sit 
back and look at past history por- 
trayed before us in another frame- 
work. This is not the Empire of the 
Caesars that is falling before the rise 
of the Graeco-Roman slaves; this is 
the empire of white domination over 
a vast expanse of earth, comprising 
one-fourth of the land surface of the 
globe. 

Who can understand the Africa of 
today without realizing the tireless 
energies of David Livingstone, as he 
penetrated to tribe after tribe as he 
opened the Continent for all who 
would come after him? Who can un- 


derstand Uganda without .Moffat? Or 
Calabar without Mary Slessor? The 
great fault of the missionary—as the 
world would look at it—was that the 
missionary had a Book, the Bible, and ' 
that his first desire was to get the 
black man to read so that the Bible > 
might be left with him. Thus there 
were a vast number of Africans who 
began to learn to read. But when they 
read the Bible they began to find that 
all men were created one in God. 
They learned that there was no re- 
spect of persons with God. They 
learned that there was liberty and 
that they must stand fast in that 
liberty wherewith Christ had made 
them free. And when they finished 
reading their Bibles they began to 
read other literature—very subver- 
sive literature. They began to read 
our Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution of the United States 
with its bill of rights. 

Today the black man stands on a 
corner and shouts, “All men are cre- 
ated equal ... Taxation without 
representation is tyranny ... We want 
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government of the people, by the 
people and for the people.” There are 
white men who may stop and look 
curiously at the black who declaims 
these truths before his fellow men 
and wonder where he has learned 
such subversive things. But we should 
have a twinge of heart and conscience 
as we realize that what the black man 
wants today is no more than our 
fathers won for us with the price of 
their blood. 

It should be noted that there is no 
seething unrest where the Gospel has 
not gone. There are parts of Africa 
where there is almost no thought of 
revolution and consequently little un- 
rest. The Portuguese colonies of 
Mozambique and Angola, and the 
Spanish colonies, much smaller but 
equally ironclad in their practical re- 
fusal to admit Protestant missionaries, 
are not troubled with Negro uprisings 
as are the other places where the 
Gospel has been known so long. 

When the truths of liberty were 
proclaimed with the Gospel at the 
time of the Reformation, the printing 
press helped spread the word. There 
would have been much more blood 
shed at that time if it had not been 
for the fact that those who would 
have been persecuted as_ trouble- 
makers took ship and brought their 
trouble to America. Here they were 
able to carve from the wilderness a 
nation that could be built on the 
principles of liberty and justice for 
all. In Africa the coming of the Gos- 
pel left the people who desired liberty 
no place to go, and the ferment must 
result in a complete revolution in a 
very few years—much fewer than 
most people think. The twentieth 
century has airplanes and automobiles 
and radio and mechanical printing 
presses. People will read and will 
discuss what they read. The Devil 
owns printing presses today as well 
as the believer. A few hundred years 
ago the Reformation was followed by 
printing, and first of all the Bible was 
printed. Now the modern movements 
are followed by political voices on the 
radio, and these voices are not Chris- 
tian. There are people who bring 
printed matter to the masses who are 
learning to read, and the printed mat- 
ter may be anti-Christian in tone and 
word, and Russian agents may take 
hold of a little of the opportunity that 
is there, but they have not made the 
opportunity, and they do not neces- 
sarily need to dominate it. 

When I first arrived in Douala, port 
city of the French Cameroun, I noted, 
chalked on the walls and cars in 
French, “Down with the white man,” 
“Down with the United States.” More 
than likely a white teacher had taught 


the one who held the chalk how to 
use it, and it was more than likely, 
also, that the teacher was an Ameri- 
can in that particular part of Africa. 
But there is no reason to be con- 
sidered when men feel they are 
downtrodden and seek to straighten 
themselves and come to the light. All 
we should seek to do is to channel 
the movement as it comes. 

I remember standing one day be- 
fore several hundred black men in a 
Normal School in the French Camer- 
oun. The students had been brought 
together to hear me speak. I began by 
telling them I had seen these signs 
against the white man and against my 
country. There was a feeling of shock, 
it seemed to me, that I should have 
brought the matter out in the open 
and spoken frankly of it. Fortunately 
I was able to speak to them directly, 
without a translator, and as I asked 
questions, rhetorically at first, I found 
that I was answered aloud by all by 
listeners in concert. Some of the dis- 
cussion then went something like this. 

You are told by some people that 
the white men have treated you very 
badly. They have told you that my 
country sent slave traders here years 
ago and took men from these shores 
to be slaves in my country. That is 
true. My grandfather was born into a 
family of people who owned slaves in 
Virginia. So you may look at me and 
see a man that is a descendant of 
those who procured slaves from these 
shores. But tell me this! Which is 
worse? To be the men who came here 
and took slaves to America or to be 
the men who sold their brothers and 
their neighbors to the white slave 
traders? 

There seemed to be a moment of 
stunned silence and then hundreds of 
heads were bobbing and they were 
saying, aloud, that it was worse to 
sell one’s brother or one’s neighbor 
than to buy an unknown slave. 

Then I showed them that there 
were bad white men and good white 
men. “If you had to go to a hospital 
would you rather go to one that was 
run by the government or one that 
was run by the missionaries?” 

They immediately answered that 
they would rather be cared for by the 
missionaries. There were many stories 
of people who ran away from govern- 
ment hospitals and who dragged 
themselves, weak and sickly, through 
many miles of country to get to a 
hospital where they would get Chris- 
tian treatment. These, my hearers. 
knew the difference. 

I told them of men who beat lepers 
with a stick; but I also told them of 
white men who took these lepers and 
cared for them and brought healing 
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to them in cleanliness and love. They 
saw the difference between the two 
types of white men. 

Then I asked them if they would 
rather be arrested by a white police- 
man or a black policeman. There was 
an immediate outcry that they would 
choose to be arrested by the white 
policeman. And why? Because when 
a black man is given a red police- 
man’s hat and a policeman’s club he 
becomes at once an abominable bully. 
On the slightest provocation the black 
policeman will beat his victims, and 
beat them horribly. So they saw there 
were bad black men as well as bad 
and good white men. Then I asked 
them what made the difference be- 
tween the bad men and the good men. 
Without giving them time to answer 
I pointed out that the difference was 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, I told them that they had 
to make their choice, and that if they 
wanted to become black. men who 
would have kindness and goodness, 
and help their people rather than hurt 
them the difference must be in them 
—they too needed the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. 

Africa is rising to freedom. It de- 
pends on us and our missionary efforts 
whether Africa rises to a freedom 
within the liberty of the Gospel, or to 
a freedom that is founded on the 
liberty of the body and the mind 
without the liberty of the soul and the 
spirit. We alone who belong to the 
Lord Jesus Christ have the key to 
that which can channel the course of 
events in Africa. We must take the 
Gospel to the people there in ever 
greater force. We must send. mission- 
aries to Africa who will help them in 
every way and who must treat the 
people with the love of Christ. There 
is no substitute for this. 

A Negro editor of a small magazine 
in Africa was interviewed by a repre- 
sentative of the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York, in connection with an 
African survey. The Negro was skep- 
tical about our good will. He wanted 
to know about the condition of 
Negroes in this country. When a 
French official came in and joined the 
interview the African became more 
reserved. The Frenchman pressed the 
Negro to express his opinion as to the 
nature of the most serious problems 
between the races in that part of 
Africa. The Frenchman brushed aside 
everything that the Negro said and 
seemed to have no comprehension of 
the inward nature of things. When 
asked why the French did not learn 
their native language though the 
Africans were forced to learn French 
the official replied that it was not 
worth the trouble because so few 
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people in the world could understand 
it. He shrugged at the reality of the 
question and asked if there was not 
something harder. Finally, the Negro 
editor took courage at the presence 
of the American and said to the 
Frenchman, “You’ve got to learn to 
treat us better.” It was the old ques- 
tion of the lack of love. Only the be- 
liever can carry this to them; love 
unfeigned is not a quality which an 
unsaved man can possess. 

It is this representative of the 
Carnegie Corporation, Eric Larrabee, 
writing in Harpers who has given one 
of the freshest, clearest pictures of 
the African mentality today. He ends 
his article with the following. “One 
official had the courage to say it, and 
be it said to the credit of his country, 
he was a Belgian. We were driving 
back into the center of Leopoldville in 
a government car. He was sitting in 
the front seat. Quite unexpectedly, 
with no relevance to the conversation, 
he turned to us and said, ‘You know 
the real problem here is the educa- 
tion, not of the blacks, but of the 
whites—and it is infinitely more diffi- 
cult, too.’” 


The education of Christians to give 
to the needs of African missions, and 
the education of missionaries to give 
the love of Christ to these people 
should not be so difficult if we are will- 
ing to be taught by the Holy Spirit. 

The power that is fermenting in 
Africa today is the power that is in 
the souls of men who have seen the 
sunrise. The power that is there is 
power that will never die. The nower 
that is there is power that will not 
stop until men can stand as human 
beings and lift up their heads to the 
Creator and say, “Thou hast made me 
and I am responsible to Thee and un- 
to government under law.” 


Out over the world today the Gos- 
pel has done its work. India and Paki- 
stan have said, “We want to run our 
affairs.” China has come out of fer- 
ment and said, “We want to run our 
own affairs.” Africa today is knowing 
the same thing and in the next ten 
years these same forces will keep on 
working. Today it is a race between 
that which started at Calvary and 
which comes on down through us and 
our missionary work and on the other 
side that which began to be put into 
the hearts of men by Voltaire and 
Rousseau—liberty without Christ. We 
have liberty in Christ. But the French 
Revolution and Marxism and the 
Russian Revolution stand over against 
Christ’s words, “And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free” (John 8:32). Whom the 
Son shall set free shall be free indeed. 
Enp. 
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And besides that, she says: “No one can 
ever know what a great thrill it is to my 
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ing consecrated young people for lives of 
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